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USDA PROVIDES $7 MILLION TO RESTORE AND PROTECT WETLANDS IN ARKANSAS


WASHINGTON, Oct. 29, 2004—The U.S. Department of Agriculture today announced that $7 million will help restore about 11,200 acres of Arkansas River Valley wetlands.  Funding is through the Wetlands Reserve Program (WRP), a voluntary conservation program that offers landowners the opportunity to protect, restore and enhance wetlands on their property.  


“Wetland projects like this one in Arkansas help achieve the President’s goal to expand the wetlands in America by restoring, improving and protecting at least 3 million acres of wetlands over the next five years," Agriculture Secretary Ann M. Veneman said.  


Called the England Joint Venture, the project consists of a large riparian area off the Arkansas River, small fragmented woodlands and marginal cropland.  It is directly across the river from the Woodson Joint Venture, a WRP project of 7,186 acres that created a four mile long riparian area along the river.  

Together, these two projects will make up more than 18,000 acres of restored wetland habitat by the winter of 2007.  Only a few areas in the southeast United States have this many acres of contiguous wetland suitable for migratory birds.

Eighteen landowners are participating in the England Joint Venture and combined their acreages to develop a large contiguous block of non-fragmented restorable habitat that includes bottomland hardwood forest with scattered seasonally flooded shallow water habitat for migratory birds.  In addition to the wetland and wildlife benefits, the project will help improve water quality in the local watersheds in Pulaski, Lonoke and Jefferson counties.

Additional information on WRP is on the Web at http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/wrp. 
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