INTRODUCTION: MR. SWISHER   


-- (recording unclear) industry today, if it were not for the American Soybean Association.  They have worked tirelessly with the Congress and the Administration to ensure the development of the biodiesel industry.  Please welcome Mr. Steve Censky.
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Good morning, and welcome to Plenary Session II of the Advancing Renewable Energy Conference.  



Webster defines plenary as, 

"Complete in every respect, absolute, unqualified, fully attended or constituted by all entitled to be present.”  

Certainly yesterday’s plenary met this definition, and today’s plenary sessions hold the promise to even exceed that of yesterday.  


For more than 85 years, the American Soybean Association and U.S. soybean farmers have been meeting the needs and the demands of a growing world population.  The American Soybean Association is proud to have its headquarters here in St. Louis, which is not only near the geographic center of soybean production here in the United States, but also the St. Louis Region is the center of the Biobelt, an area of innovation in biotechnology and biofuels.  


Today, I stand before you truly amazed at the growth of the renewable energy industry, and generally proud of the accomplishments and the contributions made by the American Soybean Association. 


When I was growing up on a farm in southern Minnesota, the idea of running our farm tractors on renewable energy was not even contemplated.  Today farmers are just one of the key market segments for soy biodiesel.  


Biodiesel has been the American Soybean Association’s number one domestic policy issue for more than a decade.  And I dare say that the biodiesel industry would not be where it is today, if not for the successful grassroots lobbying efforts of U.S. soybean farmers.


In 1998, the American Soybean Association, led the charge in getting the Energy Policy Act amended, so biodiesel qualified as an approved alternative fuel.  ASA then urged both, the U.S. Department of Agriculture and the Congress to establish the CCC Bioenergy Program.  And more recently ASA lobbied Congress to establish and then to extend the biodiesel tax incentive, which has been so critical to the growth of the biodiesel industry over the last two years.


In 2005, the first year after the Federal tax incentive was passed, U.S. biodiesel production tripled to 75 million gallons, and this year biodiesel production is set to nearly triple again, to near 200 million gallons.  


According to the Department of Energy, biodiesel is American’s fastest growing alternative fuel.  Today, there are eighty-six operational biodiesel plants, with sixty-five more already under construction, and another thirteen being expanded.


More than 600 fleets now use biodiesel including Government, military, commercial and school buses.  And of course, each gallon of domestically produced biodiesel represents an expansion of distillate supplies, and additional refining capacity.


America’s energy challenges are well documented.  While there are no simple answers to this problem, one can safely conclude that we need more fuel.  And that’s a need soybean farmers stand ready to fill through the production of more soy-based biodiesel.


Again, welcome to Plenary Session II of the conference and to the St. Louis Region.  We have a great program ahead of us today and I commend all of you for your commitment to the Renewable Energy Industry.


Indeed, today’s plenary sessions promise to be complete in every respect, absolute, unqualified, fully attended and constituted by all to be present.  Thank you.

