INTRODUCTION: MR. RICHARD TOLMAN

Well, here to give us an official St. Louis welcome is the Mayor of St. Louis, Francis Slay.  On April 19, 2005, Mayor Slay was sworn in for a second term as the forty-fifth Mayor of the City of St. Louis.  Ladies and Gentlemen, please join me in welcoming Mayor Slay.

WELCOME

MAYOR FRANCIS SLAY

Thank you very much.  Good Morning and welcome to the City of St. Louis.  We’re so pleased to have all of you here this week.  If you have not had a chance yet to spend a little time in our city, I would encourage you to take a look around and see the many attractions that we have to offer.  As chronicled by the New York Times and USA Today, St. Louis is undergoing a re-birth with new energy and vitality.  So if you have a chance, please experience St. Louis.  We think you’ll like what you’ll see.  


But, as I said, we’re very glad that you’re here in our city, talking about alternative fuels, ways to improve the environment, as well as to reduce our dependence on foreign oil.  


St. Louis has been a charter member of the EPA's Regional Clean Cities, a coalition since 1994.  We have pursued alternative fuel and advance vehicle technologies, both to save money and to improve air quality.  Despite the lack of any mandate to do so, we have employed light and heavy duty compressed natural gas vehicles, flexible fuel vehicles running on E85 blends of ethanol and various blends of biodiesel.  We also use an early hybrid electrical vehicle and expect to buy more of the latest hybrids.  


The City is under a grant from the EPA and has also conducted an exhaust system retrofit of several 

pre 2002 diesel trucks to further reduce air quality impact.  We’re also making use of a grant from the United States Department of Energy and the United States Environmental Protection Agency, to gain valuable data on the life cycle costs and operational characteristics of these vehicles and alternative fuels.  We have shared this information with others, in hopes of finding cost-effective solutions to promote air quality, energy independence, economic development and to combat global warming.  


We have high hopes for the new technologies you will be discussing at this conference.  We have faith that the public and private partnerships being forged will bring them to market and will have a positive impact on our quality of life.  So welcome to St. Louis and please have an enjoyable and productive conference.  Thank you.
