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Thank you and good morning, ladies and gentlemen.  Welcome to this important and timely conference on Advancing Renewable Energy and welcome to the wonderful City of St. Louis, home of the National League Central Division Champions, St. Louis Cardinals.  The four and one St. Louis Rams and the undefeated, at home, St. Louis Blues.  


I and the National Corn Growers Association are very pleased to be a part of this conference.  We’ve been long supporters of and advocates for renewable energy.  This conference is an opportunity for all of us to recharge batteries and regain focus and perspective.  Despite what you may read and hear from the pundits and some of the popular press, this is an industry that is exciting.  It’s full of innovation, it’s full of new development, it's full of accomplishment and full of things that are very, very exciting.  This conference can help us stem some of the, what seems to be a rising tide of mis-focus, on our goal and refocus on our quest for energy security that will enhance our national security, increase our economic growth and improve our environmental well-being. 

Now, I can’t tell you for sure if the Cardinals are going to win tonight in their game against the Mets in New York, and I can’t tell you what the size of the corn crop's going to be for next year, but what I can assure you is that sooner or later, and probably sooner, we will see gasoline prices north of two dollars a gallon again, and again, we’ll find ourselves in another energy crisis, whether it’s caused by weather or political influence or terrorism.  It is our time and our mission and even our obligation, to make sure that we do our part to advance renewable energy.  

