Advisory Committee on Biotechnology and 21st Century Agriculture (AC21)

 Sixteenth Plenary Meeting

August 1-2, 2007
Washington, D.C. 
Provisional Agenda

Meeting Objectives:

· To introduce new Committee Members.

· To further work on the coexistence topic framed around the question, “In an increasingly complex marketplace, what issues should USDA consider regarding coexistence among increasingly diverse agricultural systems?”
· To determine next steps and a work plan for finalizing the coexistence paper and submitting it to the Secretary.
· To organize for future Committee work.
Wednesday, August 1
8:00 – 8:30
Coffee and informal discussion
8:30 - 9:10
Welcome, Committee updates, introduction of new Committee members, USDA officials and meeting objectives
· Dr. Michael Schechtman, Designated Federal Official, USDA

· Dr. Patricia Layton, Chairperson

9:10 - 9:30
Overview of agenda and summary from last meeting
 Facilitators

· Cynthia Sulton, HW&W

· Abby Dilley, RESOLVE

· Kathy Grant, RESOLVE

9:30-11:00
USDA-APHIS regulatory updates and discussion
11:00-11:15
Break

11:15-11:25
Brief review of development activities on the draft coexistence paper
· Michael Schechtman
11:25-12:30
Discussion of draft paper(s)
· General assessment and comments
· Introduction/Executive Summary
12:30 -1:45
Lunch

1:45 -3:15
Continued discussion of draft coexistence paper:
· Factors Enabling Coexistence
· Factors Inhibiting Coexistence
· Issues of interest but not directly linked to coexistence
3:15-3:30
Break

3:30 – 4:45
Public comment

4:45—5:00
Review status of work and determine possible work assignments
5:00
Adjourn for the day

Thursday, August 2
8:00 – 8:30
Coffee and informal discussion
8:30-8:45
Review day’s agenda
8:45-10:30
Continue discussion of draft coexistence paper
· Review revised text
10:30-10:45
Break

10:45-12:00
Continue discussion of draft coexistence paper
· Executive Summary


.
12:00 – 1:15
Lunch

1:15-2:30
Continue discussion of draft coexistence paper
2:30-2:45
Break

2:45-3:30
Develop a work plan to finalize paper, next steps and timetable
3:30-4:00
Preliminary discussion of next charge to the Committee

4:00

Adjourn

