Advisory Committee on Biotechnology and 21st Century Agriculture (AC21)

 Fifteenth Plenary Meeting

March 26-27, 2007
Washington, D.C. 
Draft Agenda

Meeting Objectives:

· To further work on the coexistence topic framed around the question, “In an increasingly complex marketplace, what issues should USDA consider regarding coexistence among increasingly diverse agricultural systems?”
· Consider presentations from external speakers and review a compilation of draft submissions on a series of subtopics for a paper on the subject.
· Determine next steps and a work plan for efforts between this and the next Committee meetings.
Monday, March 26
8:00 – 8:30
Coffee and informal discussion
8:30 - 9:10
Welcome, Committee updates, introduction of new Committee members, USDA officials, and meeting objectives
· Dr. Michael Schechtman, Designated Federal Official, USDA

· Dr. Patricia Layton, Chairperson

9:10 - 9:20
Overview of agenda and summary from last meeting
 Facilitators

· Cynthia Sulton, HW&W

· Abby Dilley, RESOLVE

· Kathy Grant, RESOLVE

9:20-9:30
Brief review of draft compilation and its development

· Michael Schechtman
9:30-10:00
Discussion of draft compilation and major themes of the framework for discussing coexistence, including:

· Defining coexistence as fostering choice for growers, producers and consumers,

· Positing that coexistence is occurring to some degree, evaluate what is working/not working in the current environment or context, anticipate challenges in the future, and any insights for addressing those challenges.

10:00-10:20
Updates from USDA

10:20 -10:40
Break
10:40 -12:00
Continue discussion of draft compilation
· What is working/not working in the U.S?

· How does the U.S. compare with other markets?
12:00 -1:20
Lunch

1:20 – 2:10
Presentation and Discussion: USDA Research on the Organic Industry
· Ms. Catherine Greene, Senior Agricultural Economist, Economic Research Service, USDA
2:10 -3:15
Discussion of Draft Compilation
· What is going to change in the next 5-10 years?

· What are the potential challenges and barriers?
3:15-3:30
Break

3:30 – 4:45
Public Comment

4:45—5:00
Review status of work
5:00
Adjourn for the Day

Tuesday, March 27
8:00 – 8:30
Coffee and informal discussion
8:30-8:45
Review day’s agenda
8:45-9:45
 Presentation and Discussion: The View from the Supermarket
· Mr. Phil Lempert, food trends editor and correspondent, NBC News' TODAY Show
9:45-10:30
Continue Discussion

· What are the issues that may need policy intervention because neither the market nor the legal system is addressing them?

10:30-10:45
Break

10:45-12:00
Continue Discussion


.
12:00 – 1:15
Lunch

1:15-2:30
Continue Discussion of Compilation

· What are possible solutions, opportunities, potential policy options?

· Do we want to consider recommendations?

2:30-2:45
Break

2:45-4:00
Development of work plan and next steps
4:00

Adjourn

