Federal Government Program Participation
and Direct Payments

nly about one-third of the Nation’s farms receive direct Government payments,

but some types of farms are more likely to receive payments than others. More
than half of farms specializing in crops were enrolled in Government programsin
1993, and they accounted for two-thirds of direct Government payments received by
farmersthat year. Cash grain farms, including corn and wheat farms, had the highest
participation rates, with more than three-fourths of these farms receiving Government
program payments.

About 25 percent of farms specializing in livestock received direct Government
payments during 1993; dairy farms had the highest participation rate among livestock
farms (46 percent). Many farmers growing program-eligible crops feed the grain to
their livestock.

Direct Government payments were higher for crop farms, on average, than for
livestock farms. The U.S. average direct payment to all participating farms was
$13,220, ranging from alow of $4,538 for poultry farmsto $22,735 for wheat farms.
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