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■ Office of Inspector General

USDA’s Office of Inspector General (OIG), the first civilian OIG in the Federal
Government, was established in 1962 and became fully operational in 1963. It

was created after a well-knit agricultural fraud scheme showed that better coordina-
tion between audit and investigative organizations was needed, and it has evolved into
its current structure through successive changes in legislation and leadership.

OIG conducts and supervises audits and investigations relating to USDA’s pro-
grams and operations.  It provides leadership and coordination, and recommends
policies for activities that will prevent and detect fraud and abuse and promote econ-
omy, efficiency, and effectiveness in USDA programs and operations. Furthermore,
the OIG keeps the Secretary and Congress fully informed of problems and deficien-
cies relating to administration of USDA programs and operations, and the actions
designed to correct such problems and deficiencies.

During FY 1994, audit and investigative efforts resulted in approximately $82.3
million in recoveries, collections, fines, restitutions, claims established, administrative
penalties, and costs avoided.  Management agreed to put an additional $101.3 million
to better use.  OIG also identified  $69.3 million in questioned costs that cannot be
recovered.  Investigative efforts resulted in 856 indictments and 886 convictions.

■ Office of Chief Financial Officer

USDA, through the Office of the Chief Financial Officer, publishes annual finan-
cial statements to inform the general public, Congress, and others about its

financial operations.  As trustee for substantial public monies, the Department has a
fiduciary responsibility to tell taxpayers how well it has met its objectives, how well
the current year’s performance compares to previous years, and what plans the
Department has to improve or maintain its operations.  

USDA is the third largest civilian department of the U.S. Government, oversee-
ing a variety of agencies, Government corporations, and other entities that employ
more than 108,000 people at over 15,000 locations in all States and 80 countries.
Budget authority for Departmental programs in FY 1994 totaled $65.3 billion.

■ Office of Civil Rights Enforcement

The Office of Civil Rights Enforcement (OCRE) coordinates USDA civil rights
programs to prevent and resolve civil rights problems.  Under the counseling and

mediation program, an employee or applicant who believes he or she has been dis-
criminated against or retaliated against on the basis of race, color, religion, sex,
national origin, age, or disabling condition may file a complaint. In 1995, there are
six regional service centers in Washington, DC, Atlanta, GA, New Orleans, LA,
Denver, CO, Davis, CA, and Kansas City, MO.  



Any eligible person being denied service or assistance may file a program com-
plaint against agencies or recipients administering federally conducted or federally
assisted programs of USDA. Through its evaluation and investigation program,
OCRE conducts reviews to help determine compliance and noncompliance in
employment programs, delivery of benefits, and services in Federally conducted and
Federally assisted programs.

■ Office of Personnel

Table 5-1.

USDA staff year history

*Full-time equivalent (FTE). For example, two half-time employees would count as one FTE.
**Projections from USDA Streamlining Plan, February 1995.
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■ In 1995, USDA has over 1,000 employees with targeted disabilities in
permanent full-time positions.

Number of
Year USDA employees*

1948 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 60,815
1949 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 63,063
1950 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 67,560
1951 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 66,150
1952 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 62,825
1953 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 62,492
1954 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 63,309
1955 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 64,191
1956 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 69,423
1957 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 74,215
1958 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 77,264
1959 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 79,998
1960 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 81,585
1961 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 85,238
1962 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 89,168
1963 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 94,527
1964 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 94,781
1965 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 94,548
1966 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 98,688
1967 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 102,175
1968 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 105,628
1969 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 101,848
1970 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 100,860
1971 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 102,698
1972 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 104,540

Number of
Year USDA employees*

1973 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 104,104
1974 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 101,430
1975 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 103,779
1976 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 109,276
1977 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 113,085
1978 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 118,563
1979 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 122,809
1980 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 125,185
1981 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 117,440
1982 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 111,853
1983 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 109,773
1984 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 108,598
1985 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 106,665
1986 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 102,997
1987 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 102,579
1988 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 106,552
1989 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 109,567
1990 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 110,754
1991 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 110,357
1992 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 113,405
1993 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 112,457
1994 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 108,132
1995** . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 108,053
2000** . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 100,950


