Economic Research Service

he Economic Research Service (ERS) provides economic and other social sci-

ence information and analysis on agriculture, food, natural resources, and rural
America. Theinformation produced by ERS is used by farmers and consumersin the
decisions they make and by public officials in developing, administering, and evaluat-
ing agricultural and rural policies and programs. The wide range of topicsthat ERS
researches, analyzes, and monitorsincludes:

» Domestic and international agricultural developments and markets,

= Nutrition education and food assistance, food safety regulation, determinants

of consumer demand for quality and safety, and food marketing trends and
developments,

= Agricultural resource and environmental issues, and

= National rural and agricultural conditions affecting the rural economy, the

financia performance of the farm sector, and the implications of changing
farm credit and financial market structures.

ERS-produced information is available to the public through research reports,
situation and outlook reports, electronic media, magazines (including Agricultural
Outlook, FoodReview, Rural Conditions and Trends, and Rural Devel opment
Per spectives), radio, newspapers, and frequent participation of ERS staff at various
public forums.

ERS has four principal functions:

» Research,

= Development of economic and statistical indicators,

= Situation and outlook analysis, and

»  Staff analysis.
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Research, together with economic and statistical indicators, provides the knowl-
edge and the data base for the situation and outlook and staff analysis functions. The
products of the situation and outlook analysis are periodic reports that analyze the
current situation and forecast the short-term outlook for major agricultural commodi-
ties, agricultural exports, agricultural finance, agricultural resources, and world agri-
culture. ERS staff also assess issues requiring policy decisions by the Administration
and Congress.

All ERS, NASS, and WAOB reports are avail able through a variety of formats.
Printed reports are avail able through the ERS-NASS order desk at 1-800-999-6779.
Most reports are also available electronically through the USDA Computerized
Information Delivery System. In addition, selected reports are available through the
ERS/NASS electronic bulletin board or through the Internet; call (202) 219-0395 for
more information.



