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improve human nutrition, and find resource-saving technologies. Studies demonstrate
that consumers reap the benefits of investing in agricultural research; every tax dollar
invested in the U.S. agricultural system has paid back at least $1.35. These returns
have been broadly shared through lower prices for American consumers, increased
international competitiveness for farmers, jobs for working families, and increased
profitability in agricultural industries.

■ What’s New?

The newly created Fund for Rural America provides a competitive research grant
program for a variety of projects such as developing new crops and new crop

uses, conserving and enhancing natural resources, and expanding locally owned
value-added processing. The research will help agricultural producers manage the
risk associated with market-driven provisions of new U.S. farm legislation.

REE’s newly created National Agricultural Research, Extension, Education, and
Economics Advisory Board advises the Secretary and land-grant colleges and univer-
sities on agricultural research, extension, education, and economics policy and priori-
ties. In addition, a task force has been created to develop a 10-year strategic plan for
federally funded agricultural research facilities. REE’s strategic plan, mandated by
the Government Performance and Results Act, will measure the effectiveness of
Federal Government activities and will use the annual budget process to link all
Agency activities with Agency missions.

Information about the REE mission and its respective agencies—Agricultural
Research Service; Cooperative State Research, Education, and Extension Service;
Economic Research Service; and National Agricultural Statistics Service—is available
on the REE World Wide Web home page at www.reeusda.gov/ree/

■ Agricultural Research Service

The Agricultural Research Service (ARS) is the principal in-house research
Agency of the U.S. Department of Agriculture. 
ARS research has long been associated with higher yields and more environ-

mentally sensitive farming techniques. But the impact of ARS research extends far
beyond the farm gate and the dinner table. Agricultural research is as much about
human health as it is about growing corn.

For example, ARS recently developed a fat substitute called Oatrim. Not only
does this technology benefit farmers by providing a new use for oats, it also enables
processors to produce tastier low-fat foods. Consumers may reap the biggest benefits:
Oatrim-rich diets lower the bad (LDL) type of cholesterol without decreasing the
good (HDL) type, and they improve glucose tolerance.

ARS research is also as much about development of industrial products such as
printing ink from soybeans and other crops as it is about development of high-yield-
ing wheat varieties. And like Oatrim, printing inks made from 100-percent soybean


