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Secretary of Agriculture Ann M. Veneman on Introduction of Trade Promotion Authority Legislation in the House of Representatives

June 13, 2001

“I was extremely pleased to learn that Chairman Crane today introduced legislation to provide the President with Trade Promotion Authority (TPA).

“With U.S. agriculture more than twice as dependent on exports as the general U.S. economy, TPA is critical for the long-term success of the entire U.S. food and agriculture sector -- from producer to processor to retailer to consumer.

“TPA will enhance our ability to pursue a new round of global talks under the World Trade Organization; participate in creating a Free Trade Area of the Americas; engage in the Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation Forum; and enter into new bilateral and regional trade negotiations that can open foreign markets to U.S. agricultural products.  As markets open under future trade agreements, U.S. food and agricultural exports will grow, generating jobs and income here at home.

“U.S. agriculture operates in a global, high-tech, consumer-driven environment.  TPA will help our industry and others be successful in the fast-paced world economy, to take advantage of every opportunity, and to edge out our ever-increasing competition.

“We need Trade Promotion Authority.  It is absolutely critical to empower our negotiators at the bargaining table and to provide our trading partners with the assurance they need that we will back up our commitments.”

