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USDA AWARDS $15 MILLION IN RURAL EDUCATION AND MEDICINE GRANTS

WASHINGTON, D.C., June 14, 2001--Secretary of Agriculture Ann M. Veneman today announced the approval of 42 Distance Learning and Telemedicine (DLT) grant proposals benefiting 20 states and American Samoa for a total of $15 million. The DLT program provides financial resources to develop technologies needed to enhance learning opportunities and medical care for some of America’s most remote rural communities. 

“These grants are important for helping rural areas become better equipped with the use of high speed, modern technology,” stated Veneman.  “Using today’s technology not only opens new doors of information and opportunity, it insures the skills of rural school children will be developed in the area of today’s fast moving technology.”
Included in the $15 million in grants are 24 educational projects totaling $9 million that will fund 294 educational facilities.  More than $6 million is targeted to fund 18 projects that will involve over 77 health care institutions.
The grant funds will reach far into many rural communities throughout the country. For example in rural Maine, funds are expected to improve access to health care services for approximately 80,000 people; or along the Texas Gulf Coast, the Taft Independent School District will be able to provide students and adults with greater access to educational resources; or in California=s largest rural and agricultural region, 3,300 students and adults will gain greater access to educational resources such as core curriculum, advance placement courses, and vocational training.

In addition to the $15 million in grants announced today, USDA’s Rural Utilities Service is accepting applications for $200 million in loans and $110 million for DLT grant/loan combinations.

Further details, along with regulations and application guide, are available on the web at: http://www.usda.gov/rus/telecom/dlt/dltpublications.htm. The telephone contact is (202) 690-4493 and the fax number is (202) 720-1051. Applications are to be submitted to the USDA Rural Utilities Service, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW, Mail Stop 1550, Washington, D.C. 20250-1550. Indicate attention to the Director, Advanced Services Division, Telecommunications Program.
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	State
	
	# of Grants 
	Grant Amount
	

	AL
	
	1
	$ 228,000.00
	

	AR
	
	3
	$ 1,081,872.00
	

	AS
	
	1
	$ 411, 989.00
	

	CA
	
	1
	$ 500,000._00
	

	HI
	
	1
	$ 372,650.00
	

	IN
	
	2
	$ 1,000,000.00 
	

	ME
	
	3 
	$ 1,185,928.001
	

	M I
	
	2 
	$ 402, 862.00
	

	MN
	
	3 
	$ 1,264,071.00
	

	MS
	
	3 
	$ 1,500,000.00
	

	MO
	
	1 
	$ 410,275.00
	

	MT
	
	3 
	$ 1,218,142.00
	

	ND
	
	1 
	$ 447,710.00
	

	NM
	
	1
	$ 163,100.00
	

	NY
	
	3 
	$ 801,858.00
	

	OH
	
	1
	$ 468,000.00
	

	OK
	
	1
	$ 142,000.00
	

	OR
	
	3
	$ 818,569.00
	

	TN
	
	3
	$ 1,436,352.00
	

	TX
	
	3
	$ 724, 916.00
	

	VA
	
	2
	$ 497,156.00
	

	
	Total
	42
	$ - 15,075,450.00
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