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USDA ADDS ARCHER COUNTY, TEXAS, TO REGULATED AREA FOR KARNAL

BUNT 

WASHINGTON, June 19, 2001--The U.S. Department of Agriculture is adding Archer County, Texas, to the regulated area for Karnal bunt after wheat seed at a local grain elevator tested positive for the fungus.

Trained specialists with USDA's Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service examined the wheat seed last night and detected bunted kernels in four out of five bins at the facility.  Tests confirmed the seed is positive for Karnal bunt.

"Following the detection of Karnal bunt at this facility, APHIS has taken immediate action to quarantine the entire county," said Bill Hawks, under secretary of agriculture for USDA's marketing and regulatory programs.  "This emergency action is necessary to prevent the movement of infected grain outside of the area."

Archer County is directly north of Young County, which was added to the regulated area for Karnal bunt along with Throckmorton County on June 8.  Cool, rainy weather in the area created conditions this spring that promoted the development of the Karnal bunt fungus.  

The seed that tested positive was being held in a storage area at the Archer County elevator.  Since Karnal bunt was first detected outside of the regulated area, APHIS has continued to sample potentially affected wheat fields, storage facilities, and grain elevators, imposed necessary regulatory measures to prevent the spread of the fungus, identified custom harvesters operating in the areas, and notified states where they may be heading.  

In cooperation with the Texas Department of Agriculture, a team of 30 experts is working in the area to reinforce USDA's safeguarding activities and prevent the spread of this fungus.  That team of both federal and state employees is working now to trace the wheat seed back to the fields of origin in Archer County.    

Karnal bunt is caused by the smut fungus Tilletia indica.  It is spread by spores and through the movement of infected or contaminated seed.  While the fungus does not threaten human health, flour made from heavily infected wheat has an unpleasant odor and taste, jeopardizing its marketability.  The disease also reduces crop yields.

Karnal bunt was first detected in Arizona in 1996.  Later that same year, the fungus was also detected in Texas and California. 
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