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USDA ANNOUNCES NEARLY $10 MILLION IN VALUE ADDED AGRICULTURAL PRODUCT MARKET DEVELOPMENT GRANTS


WASHINGTON, June 25, 2001 – The U.S. Department of Agriculture today announced the approval of 28 value-added agricultural product market development grants totaling nearly $10 million. The grants will foster the development of new products and markets for agriculturally based products. 


“Today we see an increase in value-added products in the marketplace that are derived from raw agriculture commodities,” said USDA Secretary Ann M. Veneman.  “These projects will help support the continued development of innovative products that are helping find alternative energy sources and bringing higher value for agriculture commodities.”

Nearly $2.5 million of the grants will focus on renewable energy resources in support of the President’s energy strategy (See PR# 0108.01).   Approved grant proposals will focus on developing, refining and producing new products derived from such products as timber, soybean, wheat, rice, corn, dairy, and meat products.  Examples include a proposal in Michigan to construct a soybean oil refinery capable of converting raw soybean oil into food and bio-based fuel grade oil; efforts in North Dakota to develop a marketing and sales strategy for fiberboard products made of wheat straw; and in California where grant funds will be used for market development of a new wild rice product.   

The following is a complete list of approved project dollars by state.  A complete list of the selected grant recipients can be found at the USDA Rural Development web site at: http://www.rurdev.usda.gov/rd/newsroom/2001/vadgrecips.html
California - $405,625

Michigan - $192,000

North Dakota - $1,498,700

Colorado - $162,290

Minnesota - $1,000,000
Oklahoma - $195,000

Illinois - $500,000

Missouri - $131,870

South Dakota - $401,704

Iowa - $1,821,800

New Jersey - $75,000

Virginia - $454,880

Kansas - $499,997

New York - $1,250

Washington - $500,000

Massachusetts - $500,000
North Carolina - $467,405
Wisconsin - $830,090

-more-
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Authorized as part of the Agricultural Risk Protection Act of 2000 (P.L. 106-224), the Value-Added Agricultural Product Market Development Grants program was established to encourage independent producers of agricultural commodities, and products of agricultural commodities, to further refine such products to increase their value to the end user of the product.

Additional program funding and grant application procedures can be obtained by visiting the USDA Rural Development web site at http://www.rurdev.usda.gov.

List of value added agricultural product market development grant recipients:

California 

California Wild Rice Growers Association, Fall River Mills, Calf.
$405,625

Colorado

Colorado Homestead Ranches, Inc., Paonia, Colo.


$47,290

The Natural Meat Cooperative and the 

Rocky Mountain Farmers Union Educational

and Charitable Foundation, Aurora, Colo.


$115,000

Illinois

American Premium Foods, Inc., Belleville, Ill.


$500,000

Iowa


Iowa Lamb Corporation, Hawarden, Iowa



$437,500

Iowa Quality Producers Alliance, LLC, Lewis, Iowa


$100,000


Pine Lake Corn Processors, LLC, Eldora, Iowa


$500,000


Siouxland Energy & Livestock Cooperative, Sioux Center, Iowa
$500,000


Upper Mississippi Family Meats, Farmersburg, Iowa

$36,300


Vande Rose Foods, LLC, Oskaloosa, Iowa



$248,000

Kansas


American White Wheat Producers Association, Atchinson, Kans.
$499,997

Massachusetts


National Grape Cooperative Association, Concord, Mass.

$500,000

Michigan


Thumb Oilseed Producers Cooperative, Ubly, Mich.


$192,000

Minnesota


Prairie Farmer’s Cooperative, Granite Falls, Minn.


$500,000


Minnesota Soybean Processors, Brewster, Minn.


$500,000

Missouri


Northern Missouri Pecan Growers, LLC, Kansas City, Mo.

$131,870
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New Jersey


New Jersey Tomato Council, Cedarville, N.J.


$75,000

New York


Ryan Apiaries, King Ferry, N.Y.




$1,250

North Carolina


Eastern Foods, Inc., Deep Run, N.C.




$467,405

North Dakota


Semolina Specialties, Crosby, N.D.




$500,000


North American Bison Cooperative, New Rockford, N.D.

$500,000


Iso-Straw Cooperative, Inc., Finley, N.D.



$498,700

Oklahoma


American Native Beef, LLC, Talihina, Okla.



$195,000

South Dakota


Dakota Corn Processors Cooperative, Lennox, S.D.


$401,704

Virginia


Southern States Cooperative, Inc., Richmond, Va.


$454,880

Washington


Pacific Rim Ethanol, LLC, Ritzville, Wash.



$500,000

Wisconsin


Valley Organic Meat Cooperative, LaFarge, Wis.


$500,000


Sustainable Woods Cooperative, Lone Rock, Wis.


$330,090










______________









Total 

$9,637,611
#

