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USDA SEEKS COMMENTS ON ESTABLISHING HASS AVOCADO PROGRAM

WASHINGTON, July 9, 2001 B The U.S. Department of  Agriculture today announced that it is seeking comments on a proposal to establish a national research and promotion program for Hass avocados.

The program is intended to provide the Hass avocado industry with tools and funds to increase consumption.  It would enable producers and importers to develop, finance, and manage a generic program to maintain and expand the U.S. market for Hass avocados.

According to USDA=s National Agricultural Statistics Service, the total crop value of all avocados grown in the United States in 1999-2000 was $392 million.  California produces nearly 90 percent of domestic avocados; Hass is the leading variety, accounting for about 85 percent of the total California crop.

In 1999, the total value for all imported avocados was $105 million. The majority of imported avocados come from Chile, with the remaining coming from Mexico, the Dominican Republic, and New Zealand.

The proposed rule will be published soon in the Federal Register along with a proposed rule on the procedures to be used in the referendum to determine if the program will go into effect.  Comments on both rules must be received within 45 days of publication.  Comments should be mailed in triplicate to: Research and Promotion Branch, AMS Fruit and Vegetable Programs, USDA Stop 0244, 1400 Independence Ave. S.W., Washington DC 20250‑0244; tel. (888) 720-9917; fax (202) 205‑2800; or e-mail malinda.farmer@usda.gov.  Copies of the proposed rule may be requested from the same address or viewed at http://www.ams.usda.gov/fv/rpdocketlist.htm  
More information about research and promotion programs is available at:  http://www.ams.usda.gov/fv/rpb.html.
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