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July 11, 2001
WASHINGTON – U.S. Secretary of Agriculture Ann M. Veneman released the following statement regarding today’s World Trade Organization (WTO) decision ruling that Canada's dairy export subsidies are inconsistent with its WTO commitments.  The U.S. calculates that Canadian dairy export subsidies result in lost sales by American farmers and dairy processors of up to $35 million per year.

"We are extremely pleased with today’s WTO decision which will greatly benefit U.S. dairy producers.

“This decision demonstrates how the rules and disciplines of the WTO protect American farmers from unfair trade competition.  The Administration continues to work vigorously to address unfair trade practices and is committed to expanding export opportunities for food and agricultural products around the world.

“To make further progress, it is critical that the President have the necessary tools to negotiate trade agreements that help U.S. farmers.  Trade Promotion Authority is one of the most important tools in helping expand market opportunities and eliminate export subsidies.”
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