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AT IOWA STATE FAIR, AGRICULTURE SECRETARY VENEMAN EMPHASIZES TRADE

DES MOINES, IA., -- August 17, 2001 At the Iowa State Fair today, Agriculture Secretary Ann M. Veneman visited agricultural exhibits and spoke with farmers, fair goers and the press about the importance of agricultural trade.  Iowa ranked second among all 50 states in 1999 with agricultural exports estimated at $3.2 billion. 

“These exports help Iowa farmers while supporting 48,600 jobs in food processing, storage, and transportation,” Veneman said.  

Iowa benefits from The North American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA), which has tripled the volume of U.S. corn exports to Mexico since 1994.  Under the Uruguay Round agreement, Iowa also benefits from reductions in South Korean tariffs, and soy meal tariff cuts in the The Philippines have increased exports by 40 percent.

Markets for Iowa beef have grown due to increased Japanese imports resulting from tariff reductions negotiated under the Uruguay Round, and under NAFTA, Mexico has become the fastest-growing market for U.S. beef.

Secretary Veneman said, “If Iowa’s farmers and ranchers, and food processors are to compete successfully for export opportunities in the 21st Century, they need free trade and more open access to growing global markets.”

“We must aggressively seek trade reform through negotiations in the World Trade Organization, regional free trade agreements such as the Free Trade of the Americas, and bilateral free trade agreements,” Veneman said. “To successfully pursue these negotiations, we need Trade Promotion Authority.” 

Iowa’s top five agricultural exports in 1999 were soybeans and products ($1.2 billion), feed grains and products ($1.2 billion), live animals and red meats ($496 million), feeds and fodders ($112 million), and planting seeds ($44 million).

For more information on trade, click on the “Trade” icon at http://www.usda.gov/.
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