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SPANNING FORTY YEARS OF LEADERSHIP, TEN FORMER AGRICULTURE SECRETARIES ANNOUNCE SUPPORT FOR TRADE PROMOTION AUTHORITY
Former Secretaries Glickman and Yeutter join current Secretary Veneman in nationwide radio broadcast discussing the benefits of trade to America’s farmers

WASHINGTON, Aug. 27, 2001–In a strong show of bipartisan support for increased trade opportunities for American agriculture, ten former U.S. Department of Agriculture Secretaries – spanning forty years of agricultural leadership – today announced their unified support for Trade Promotion Authority (TPA) and are urging the Congress to pass legislation that would increase opportunities for American agriculture around the world.  Former Secretaries Dan Glickman (1995-2001) and Clayton Yeutter (1989–1991) presented a signed letter of support to current Secretary Ann M. Veneman and joined her for a live nationwide radio broadcast from USDA headquarters.  The letter also was signed by former Secretaries Mike Espy (1993–1994), Richard Lyng (1986–1989), John Block (1981–1986), Bob Bergland (1977–1981), John Knebel (1976–1977), Earl Butz (1971–1976), Clifford Hardin (1969–1971), and Orville Freeman (1961–1969).

“I welcome the strong bipartisan support for trade from my predecessors, who represent more than four decades of leadership at USDA and come from key agricultural regions across the country,” said Veneman.  “It clearly shows how important trade is to our farmers and underscores the need to expand world markets for food and agricultural products so our farmers can better compete in today’s global marketplace.”

According to Veneman, the U.S. is not keeping pace with many of its competitors in regard to free trade agreements and, as a result, American farmers are being left on the sidelines.  Today, there are more than 130 free-trade agreements in force around the world with the U.S. party to only two of them.  The European Union has twenty-seven.  Last year alone, the EU reached new free-trade agreements with South Africa, Mexico and Morocco, and an agreement with Egypt was signed just last month.  Fifteen more are under active negotiation by the EU, including ones with Saudi Arabia, Kuwait, Chile, and parts of Africa and the Caribbean.

Glickman added, “No country in the world can boast of better products or more innovative and efficient producers and processors. But without market access, we won’t be able to compete.  America’s traditional leadership in agricultural exports is being threatened today as our competitors increase their market share and their access through new preferential trade agreements.”

Agriculture is more than twice as dependent on exports as the overall U.S. economy.  In the last 15 years, agricultural exports have increased from about 18 percent of U.S. producers’ cash receipts to nearly 30 percent today.  This year, a projected 53 percent of the U.S. wheat crop will be exported, 47 percent of cotton, 42 percent of rice, 35 percent of soybeans, 21 percent of corn, 62 percent of cattle hides, and 71 percent of almonds. 

“TPA is all about our ability to maintain leadership of the global trade agenda, advance U.S. trade interests, and write the rules of the game for the 21st century,” said Yeutter.  “From today’s sales of U.S. beef to Japan to our large sales of corn to Mexico, many of today’s export opportunities for U.S. farm products can be traced back to market-opening bilateral, regional, and multilateral trade agreements.”

From North Carolina to Washington State, agricultural exports account for billions of dollars in sales and hundreds of thousands of jobs on and off the farm.  Last year, exports brought an estimated $7.6 billion in sales for California farmers and ranchers, $3.4 billion for Iowa producers, $3.3 billion for Texas producers, and $3.2 billion for Nebraska’s farmers and ranchers.  Nationally, export markets now account for more than $1 billion a week in sales of U.S. agricultural products.

Under NAFTA, for example, Canada and Mexico have become our second and third largest export markets worldwide, with U.S. agricultural exports to our two NAFTA partners increasing by $4 billion since 1994.  According to USDA economists, the Uruguay Round agreement should mean an additional $5 billion a year in agricultural export sales by 2005.   A Free Trade Area of the Americas could add $1.5 billion a year to U.S. agricultural exports.

“The future strength and prosperity of American agriculture depends on access to global markets,” added Veneman.  “Trade Promotion Authority will put the United States in a strong position to lead the way in completing new trade agreements that would advance American agriculture. With TPA, we can open new opportunities for U.S. agriculture in this hemisphere and in some of the world’s fastest growing markets.  Without it, our competitors will forge these new bonds, while the United States is forced to the sidelines.”

Attached is a copy of the letter signed by all the former Secretaries of Agriculture.  More detailed information about agricultural trade and Trade Promotion Authority, as well as regular broadcast quality radio/audio feeds, can be found at http://www.usda.gov 

