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SIGN UP BEGINS SEPTEMBER 10TH FOR KLAMATH PROGRAM


KLAMATH FALLS, ORE., August 30, 2001 The U.S. Department of Agriculture announced today that it will conduct a signup for enrollment in the $20 million Klamath Basin Water Conservation Program starting Monday, September 10, 2001 and ending October 5, 2001. Owners and operators should receive a letter informing them on how to signup for the program within the next week to ten days.  


This program is limited to eligible landowners and producers of irrigated land in the Klamath Basin, which is located in parts of Klamath County, Oregon, and Siskiyou and Modoc Counties, California.  The payments will be distributed to previously uncompensated eligible owners and operators who did not receive expected deliveries of irrigation water within the Klamath Basin during the past crop year, and who agree to promote water conservation methods on their lands in the future. Owners and operators may elect the water conservation measures that best fit their operations.  Owners and operators must agree to payment shares and return signed forms to the county office in order to receive payment.

  
The exact level of payment will be determined after signup concludes and

will be based on program demand.  USDA plans to distribute the entire $20 million to all eligible landowners and producers soon after the signup concludes in mid‑October.  These payments by USDA's Commodity Credit Corporation are estimated to range from $90 to $110 per eligible acre. 


Owners and operators should contact their local USDA Farm Service Office in their respective county to schedule an appointment to enroll in the program.  Applicants should bring documentation that the land would have had access to normal deliveries of water.
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