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REGARDING AGREEMENT WITH MEXICO OVER U.S. STONE FRUIT EXPORTS
SEPTEMBER 5, 2001

We are pleased to announce that the U.S. Department of Agriculture has reached an agreement today with Mexico=s Secretariat of Agriculture that will allow the continued movement of U.S. stone fruit into Mexico.

I applaud my counterpart Javier Usabiaga and his team for working with USDA to swiftly reach this agreement, ensuring that U.S. producers will be able to more easily export stone fruit to Mexico.  This agreement comes at a critical time in the export season.

The agreement will allow most U.S. stone fruit to be exported to Mexico without fumigation, which can damage the quality of the fruit, and reinstates a 1997 systems approach for exports of U.S. stone fruit.

In late July, Mexico notified APHIS that, beginning August 15, methyl bromide fumigation would be required for U.S. stone fruit entering Mexico due to pest concerns.  This requirement was not part of the 1997 agreement for the export of U.S. stone fruit to Mexico, and would have made it extremely difficult for U.S. producers to export their product.    

The systems approach for the export of U.S. stone fruit to Mexico is designed to prevent

the spread of Oriental fruit moth as opposed to other pests.  Under the new agreement, if any other pests are detected by Mexico in a U.S. shipment at the border, the shipment will be rejected.
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