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USDA CELEBRATES BACK TO SCHOOL DAYS SEPTEMBER 11-12


WASHINGTON, September 10, 2001–With the school year underway in classrooms across the country, the Bush Administration is launching a new initiative to promote effective reading.  Throughout the week of September 10-14, members of the President’s Cabinet will highlight the importance of reading by visiting schools, reading with students and talking with local educators, parents and community leaders about the importance of strong reading instruction based upon solid science.

As part of this initiative, the U.S. Department of Agriculture will host a conference to discuss education initiatives that integrate agriculture into existing math and science courses with the goal of building a qualified and diverse workforce for the future.  The conference, “USDA Celebrates Back to School Days” will showcase agricultural career opportunities in both urban and rural communities to attract tomorrow’s leaders and to reinforce agriculture as a scientific business endeavor.   

WHAT:             "USDA Celebrates Back to School Days"

WHEN:
Tuesday, September 11, 2001

University of the District of Columbia, 

4200 Connecticut Ave., N.W, 


Washington, DC

                          9:00 a.m. ‑ 5:00 p.m.

· 9:15 a.m. – Deputy Secretary Jim Moseley speaks to 150 USDA liaison officers and public school teachers from Washington and across the nation who are participating in the two-day program.

                         Wednesday, September 12, 2001 

Van Ness Elementary School,

1150 5th St., S.E.,

Washington, DC

                          8:45 a.m. ‑ 12:30 p.m.

· 9:15-10:00 a.m. – Secretary Ann M. Veneman reads to 2nd grade students and presents donated school supplies to Van Ness Elementary.

· 11:30 a.m. – Under Secretary Joseph Jen speaks to participants.
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