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USDA AWARDS $6 MILLION TO HELP MINORITY AND RURAL AREA FARMERS AND RANCHERS


WASHINGTON, Sept. 17, 2001—The U.S. Department of Agriculture has awarded nearly $6 million to 28 educational institutions or community-based organizations in 20 states and Puerto Rico to provide outreach, training, and technical assistance to minority and rural area farmers and ranchers. 


“USDA is committed to assisting farmers and ranchers in need,” said Agriculture Secretary Ann M. Veneman.  “Through the grants that we are announcing today, we are striving to ensure access to USDA programs and services for our under-served constituents.”

The overall objective of the program is to encourage and assist these farmers and ranchers to own and to operate farms, participate in agricultural programs, and become an integral part of the agricultural community.  The program provides participants with training in farm management, record keeping, marketing opportunities, farm and home plan development, demonstration projects, alternative farm enterprises, and other farm-related topics.    

The amount of the awards is based on the population of need in the area served.  Among the organizations receiving the awards are historically Black land-grant colleges and universities, Native American community colleges, Hispanic-serving institutions, Asian emphasis institutions, and community-based organizations.  The following is a list of the awards announced today:

Alabama

Normal - Alabama Agricultural and Mechanical University


$276,822

Tuskegee - Tuskegee University





$276,822

Arkansas

Brinkley - Arkansas Land and Farm Development Corporation

$249,139

Pine Bluff - University of Arkansas at Pine Bluff



$276,822

California

Fresno - Hmong American Community




$ 92,390
Salinas -Agricultural Land-Based Training Association


$166,093

Delaware

Dover -Delaware State University





$220,350

-more-
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Florida

Tallahassee - Florida Agricultural and Mechanical University

$276,822

Georgia

East Point - Federation of Southern Cooperatives/Land Assistance Fund
$221,457

Kentucky

Frankfort - Kentucky State University




$243,603

Louisiana

Baton Rouge - Southern University and A&M College


$221,457

Massachusetts

Medford - Trustees of Tufts College





$138,411

Mississippi

Lorman - Alcorn State University





$221,457

Montana

Billings - Intertribal Agriculture Council




$110,728
Poplar - Fort Peck Community College




$221,457

New Mexico

Las Cruces - Housing and Economic Rural Opportunity, Inc.

$138,411

Las Cruces - The Regents of New Mexico State University


$276,822

North Carolina

Greensboro - North Carolina Agricultural and Technical State University
$132,874

North Dakota

New Town - Fort Berthold Community College



$166,093

Oklahoma

Langston - Langston University





$276,822

Puerto Rico

Mayaguez - University of Puerto Rico




$221,457

Tennessee

Nashville - Tennessee State University




$276,822

Texas

Prairie View - Prairie View A&M University



$221,457

Edinburg - The University of Texas–Pan American



$276,822

Virginia

Petersburg - Virginia State University




$166,093

-more-
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Washington

Yakima - Rural Community Development Resources


$221,457

Wisconsin

Milwaukee - Growing Power, Inc





$110,728

Oneida - Oneida Tribe of Indians of Wisconsin



$ 66,437

Farmers or ranchers who would like to receive more information on the program can contact USDA’s Office of Outreach at 202-720-6350 or toll free number at 800-880-4183.  Information is also available on the Internet at http://www.usda.gov/agency/outreach/. 
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