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VENEMAN SELECTS A.J. YATES TO HEAD AGRICULTURAL MARKETING SERVICE

WASHINGTON, Sept. 18, 2001--Agriculture Secretary Ann M. Veneman today announced the selection of A.J. Yates as the Administrator of USDA's Agricultural Marketing Service.    

For nine years, Yates worked for the California Department of Food and Agriculture, serving as Deputy Secretary from August 1991 to December 1996 and Under Secretary until January 1999.  In these positions, Yates managed the following divisions:  Animal Health,  Food Safety Services, Inspection Services, Marketing Services, Plant Health, and Pest Prevention Services.

"A.J. Yates has exceptional qualifications,@ Veneman said.  AI am confident that his expertise, leadership, and professionalism will strengthen AMS= ability to help American consumers and producers.”

After leaving CDFA in 2000, Yates was a senior marketing consultant with Panagraph Marketing Solutions.  Yates also has been actively involved in organizations supporting agriculture and education, serving as President of the Fresno County Farm Bureau, State Director of the California Sugar Beet Growers Association, and Director of the Mid-Valley Irrigation District.  

The role of USDA=s Agricultural Marketing Service is to maintain a stable marketing environment for the benefit of America=s farmers, ranchers, and consumers.  The agency accomplishes this mission using tools such as federal marketing orders, research and promotion programs, the federal-state marketing improvement program, and the wholesale market development program.  Agricultural transportation issues, market regulatory laws, market news, and federal grading and certification are other tools that help assure a steady supply of high-quality food on American tables.
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