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“This Administration is committed to continuing our work with the Congress to address the important issues facing agriculture and our farmers.  We support forward-looking legislation that will bring long-term prosperity for our nation’s farmers and ranchers.  

“We urge the House of Representatives to defer action on H.R. 2646 and craft a policy that better strengthens rural America, protects the environment, invests in core infrastructure programs that protect food and agriculture, and aggressively expands markets for our producers.

“Our recently released farm policy principles document the enormous change that has taken place in agriculture, particularly since the last farm legislation was enacted more than five years ago.  Farmers today operate in a more global, technologically advanced, diversified, and highly competitive environment, driven by increasingly sophisticated consumers.  

“The concern with H.R. 2646 is that it does not adequately reflect many of these changes and new opportunities.  Particularly, it does not help farmers most in need, encourages overproduction while prices are low, jeopardizes U.S. markets abroad which would hurt our producers, and boosts federal spending by $70 billion over the next ten years at a time of budget uncertainty.  Given the state of the nation, consideration of large new financial commitments that do not require immediate action are not timely. 

“We have one year to work together in a bipartisan manner to develop future farm policies before the current farm bill expires.  We can do so in a thoughtful and  deliberative manner, just as was done this summer in providing an additional $5.5 billion in assistance to farmers.

“Farmers, ranchers, and the food and agriculture sector as a whole, are an integral part of the U.S. economy.  Our challenge is to develop policies that guide the future growth of the farm sector in a greatly changed environment, continue to ensure our consumers a safe and wholesome food supply, and address important infrastructure needs.  We must take a broader approach and take the necessary time to ensure that policy reflects the new realities we face in today’s food and agriculture sector.  

-more-

 “We look forward to continuing to work with the Congress in the coming months to develop specific programs, consistent with our principles, that will best serve this nation’s farmers and consumers for years to come.”

# # #
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