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                                                                                             Kevin Herglotz (202) 720-4623

VENEMAN NAMES ALISA HARRISON AS DEPUTY DIRECTOR OF COMMUNICATIONS AND PRESS SECRETARY

WASHINGTON, October 12, 2001 -- Agriculture Secretary Ann M. Veneman today announced the selection of Alisa Harrison as Deputy Director of Communications  and Press Secretary at the U.S. Department of Agriculture.    

“I am delighted that Alisa is joining our team of communications professionals at USDA,” said Veneman.  “Alisa brings with her a tremendous amount of media and public affairs experience, coupled with an important understanding of consumer issues and our nation’s food and agricultural system.”

Prior to her appointment, Harrison served as the Executive Director of Public Relations for the National Cattlemen’s Beef Association (NCBA).  NCBA, a consumer focused, producer-directed organization that represents the largest segment of the nation’s food and fiber industry, is also the marketing organization and trade association for America’s cattle ranchers and feeders.  At NCBA, Harrison managed all media relations and public relations activities designed to support consumer marketing and public policy goals.  


Before joining the NCBA in 1986, Harrison worked for the University of Tennessee Agricultural Extension Service.  She holds a B.S. in Journalism from the University of Tennessee, where she also completed graduate work in education.  She is a member of the National Press Club and the National AgriMarketing Association.  

Harrison is expected to join USDA officially on November 1, 2001.  Her appointment completes a team of senior level communications officials, including Kevin Herglotz, who will continue to serve as Deputy Chief of Staff and Director of Communications.  Among other responsibilities, Harrison will manage USDA’s day-to-day media operations, a role that Herglotz has been filling since Veneman assumed office in January 2001. 
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