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“World Food System: Feeding All or Feeding Some”

Talking Points


“I am honored to participate in this year’s World Food Day teleconference.  The conference theme:  “World Food System:  Feeding All or Feeding Some” is particularly relevant given recent tragic events both at home and abroad.


“Those of us who are able must do all that we can to reduce hunger, whether it is in the aftermath of civil disasters here at home, the result of war, famine, and disease on other continents, or a consequence of poverty.


“It is important we recognize that food security depends on availability and access to food, and proper use of food. Food security is more than just food production, nutrition, or food aid.  Alleviating hunger in the long run depends on sustainable and broad-based economic growth.  It depends on improving people’s incomes.


“To do that, collectively we must invest in rural areas – where three-quarters of the world’s poorest people live -- to strengthen agriculture; food systems; and the infrastructure.  We need to restore and better manage critical natural resources for agricultural production.


“While the percentage of the world’s population facing food insecurity has declined, the absolute number of people experiencing a lack of food has not declined as much as we had hoped.  Therefore, the world is not now on track to achieve the 1996 World Food Summit target of reducing the number of hungry people from 800 million to 400 million by 2015.  The rate of reduction is less than half that required.  


“In addition to past constraints to growth, in some countries HIV/AIDS now dramatically affects nutrition, food security, agricultural production, and rural communities further undermining the ability of the world community to reach the hunger- reduction goals. 


“The Food and Agricultural Organization (FAO) of the United Nations in November will convene the World Food Summit: five years later.  Member nations will review their progress and recommit to the hunger-reduction target. 


“Despite our best efforts, there is no quick-fix or simple solution to reducing hunger and malnutrition.  The United States has nevertheless identified several strategies to address this global problem with input from government agencies, non-profit and faith-based organizations, and private citizens.


“These strategies, targeted at reducing hunger and increasing food security for ALL countries, include:

· expanding food production, especially through new research and technology, with a strong emphasis on biotechnology;

· providing ongoing social programs for the world’s most vulnerable people – women and children;

· launching a new round of global trade negotiations that not only expands trade but also fuels economic growth for all;

· improving methods of assuring food safety; and

· continuing food aid to countries with emergency situations.


“In closing, I want to thank the organizers of this forum for their efforts and dedication in keeping the world’s attention on the need for a global response and commitment to reduce hunger and improve the lives of all of our citizens around the globe.  


“I wish you all the best for a successful conference.”
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