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“I commend Senator Lugar for his steadfast leadership on behalf of American agriculture.  He has long been a strong voice for our farmers, ranchers and food sector.  He also has been a thoughtful and respected voice in the Congress and in our industry for his judgment on sound food and agricultural policy.  

“Today, Senator Lugar has taken a very important step toward the continued viability of our farmers and ranchers.  This is a thoughtful piece of legislation and is consistent with the President’s principles outlined last month in our report, “Food and Agricultural Policy:  Taking Stock for the New Century.”  

“We have had several conversations and continue to work with Congressional leaders, and farm, trade, conservation and other groups, on various titles of a new farm bill.  There are many ideas, particularly on a risk management title, that we want to continue discussing in a bipartisan manner to build consensus that will help toward a sound agricultural policy that will best assist America’s farmers and ranchers.

“The bill has many positive attributes consistent with our principles.  It would provide new risk management tools more broadly to farmers, as well as tackle critical issues in the areas of land and water conservation, rural development, infrastructure, nutrition, and trade expansion.  It also allows $25 billion of new farm spending over a five-year period, which would bring total farm spending to more than $82 billion over the next five years.

“The Administration believes it is unnecessary and unwise to undertake action on a farm bill in this wartime, national emergency environment.  While we are firmly committed to completing farm bill reauthorization before it expires next September, we need to focus our collective attention at this time on the immediate challenges facing our Nation.  It is our preference to allow more time to ensure a thoughtful, thorough approach to developing a farm bill that best assists all our farmers, ranchers and producers to compete in the global marketplace.  

“The Administration’s goal is to craft agricultural policy that strongly supports our nation’s farmers and ranchers, while also helping rural America, improving the environment, expanding access to international markets for our producers, and addressing important infrastructure needs.  We recognize the essential and unique nature of our farm sector and look forward to continuing our work with Congress and the food and agriculture sector to develop consensus farm policy that supports our nation’s producers.”
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