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VENEMAN NAMES JAMES R. LITTLE AS FARM SERVICE AGENCY ADMINISTRATOR
WASHINGTON, October 23, 2001 -- Agriculture Secretary Ann M. Veneman today appointed James R. Little as Administrator of USDA=s Farm Service Agency.  FSA administers farm commodity and conservation programs, farm loan programs, and emergency and food aid assistance.

AJim Little=s 30 years of experience with USDA and knowledge of FSA programs make him an ideal choice for this position,@ Veneman said.  AThe Department has relied on Jim as Acting Administrator since January, and I am confident that he will continue his capable leadership of FSA.@
Before accepting the Acting Administrator role, Little was the USDA=s Associate Chief Financial Officer for Financial Operations.  He began his career with USDA as a staff accountant with the former Rural Electrification Administration, now a part of the Rural Development mission area.

Little has held several positions in the Department which have contributed to his knowledge of USDA=s county-based agencies and their programs.  These positions include Acting Budget Director, Federal Crop Insurance Corporation; Deputy Director, Budget Division, Agricultural Stabilization and Conservation Service; Deputy Director and Director, Financial Management Division, ASCS and FSA; and Treasurer and Controller, Commodity Credit Corporation.

As Administrator, Little also serves as the Executive Vice President of the Commodity Credit Corporation, a wholly-owned government corporation that finances many of USDA=s commodity and international programs.

Little, a native of Charlotte, North Carolina, has a Bachelor of Science degree from the Virginia Polytechnic Institute in Blacksburg, Virginia.  He and his wife, Bonnie, live in Woodbridge, Virginia and have one daughter, Regan.
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