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Secretary Veneman Announces New Appointments

WASHINGTON, Oct. 23, 2001—Agriculture Secretary Ann M. Veneman today announced the appointment of Thomas J. Billy as the special advisor for Codex and international food safety issues and Margaret O’K. Glavin as acting administrator of the Food Safety and Inspection Service (FSIS).

“I appreciate Mr. Billy’s service to FSIS in leading the development and implementation of Hazard Analysis and Critical Control Point systems in meat and poultry plants and he will provide a great deal of leadership in his new capacity with Codex,” said Veneman.  “We have a very strong food safety leadership team in place at USDA and will continue working to strengthen these very important programs.”

In his new position at Codex, Mr. Billy will focus on his role as the elected chairman of the Codex Alimentarius Commission, the international food-standard setting organization.  He will also provide advice and counsel to the Secretary regarding issues involving international public health and food safety.

Margaret O’K. Glavin brings widely recognized leadership and management skills to her new role.  Since 1999, she has served as Associate Administrator and has served in various positions within the agency since 1983.

The Food Safety and Inspection Service (FSIS), a public health regulatory agency of the U.S. Department of Agriculture, protects consumers by ensuring that meat, poultry, and egg products are safe, wholesome, and accurately labeled.  Further information on FSIS programs and initiatives can be obtained by visiting http://www.fsis.usda.gov. 
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