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USDA AWARDS $3 MILLION TO STUDY FOOD ASSISTANCE AND NUTRITION PROGRAM ISSUES IN 11 STATES AND THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

WASHINGTON, Oct. 26, 2001—The U.S. Department of Agriculture announced today $3 million in grant and cooperative agreement awards in 11 states and the District of Columbia for research on food assistance, nutrition education, eating patterns, food choices, and health outcomes.

“These projects will examine some important issues as they relate to food assistance and nutrition programs,” said Agriculture Secretary Ann M. Veneman.  “We want to continue to work to ensure that our programs and services are designed to effectively meet the needs of participants.”

The grants to organizations in Alabama, California, the District of Columbia, Hawaii, Illinois, Kansas, Massachusetts, Missouri, New Jersey, New York, North Carolina, and Tennessee will look at:

· the effects of  the School Breakfast Program and the National School Lunch Program on participants' food security and nutrition outcomes;

· the development of eating patterns and dietary behaviors that predict child obesity;

· the effects of the Special Supplemental Nutrition Program for Women, Infants, and Children (WIC) nutrition education on WIC participant food purchasing;

· factors affecting whether eligible families participate in the Food Stamp Program;

· patterns of participants cycling in and out of the workforce, income volatility, and administrative costs;

· high-needs subgroups such as teenage females, elderly people, overweight and obese children and adults; and 

· food assistance as a safety net.

All of the research projects are competitively awarded by the Food Assistance and Nutrition Research Program (FANRP), administered by USDA's Economic Research Service (ERS). FANRP studies and evaluates the performance of, and issues related to, the Food Stamp Program, WIC, and Child Nutrition Programs. 

The following is a complete list of award recipients.  More information can be accessed on the web at  http://www.ers.usda.gov/briefing/FoodNutritionAssistance/fanrp. 
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Alabama

Auburn University, Auburn

$149,670--This project will examine various aspects of diet quality, eating patterns, physical activity, and various activities related to lifestyle in 9- to 11-year-olds in four rural counties in Alabama to identify diet and lifestyle characteristics that increase the risk of developing obesity.

California

RAND, Santa Monica

$150,000--This project will use data from the National Health and Nutritional Examination Survey (NHANES III) to investigate effects of the School Breakfast Program and National School Lunch Program (NSLP) on food security and nutrition outcomes of participants.  The project will make use of clinical as well as interview data, and will rely on a transparent identification strategy to obtain causal estimates.

District of Columbia

Health Systems Research, Inc., Washington
$260,187--The study will use point-of-purchase data from grocery stores in Washington State to examine changes in WIC participant shopping behavior (for WIC foods) after the implementation of local nutrition education interventions designed to change purchasing behaviors (for WIC foods). 

Mathematica Policy Research, Inc., Washington
$200,341--This study will examine how changes in economic conditions and welfare policies affect entry into and exit from the Food Stamp Program (FSP) for the aggregate caseload and various subgroups.

The Urban Institute, Washington
$149,996--This study will use longitudinal data from the SIPP and the PSID to describe the employment characteristics of working food stamp recipients and estimate the effect of these employment characteristics on FSP participation decisions in the pre- and post-welfare reform periods.

$139,849--Earned Income Tax Credits (EITC) are a unique benefit that adds to household disposable income without reducing food stamp benefits.  Receipt of EITC by low-income families has been increasing in recent years while FSP participation levels have declined.  This study will use SIPP and NSAF survey data to examine trends and seasonality in the receipt of EITC and food stamp benefits among the working poor.

Hawaii

University of Hawaii at Manoa, Honolulu

$200,000--The goal of this study is to determine if a measure of dietary variety increases the ability of currently used dietary quality indexes to predict nutrient adequacy and body mass index. 

Illinois

The University of Chicago, Chicago

$98,452--Using the Illinois Families Survey (IFS) this study will examine why poor working families with children do not take up Food Stamps when eligible to do so. The study will also explore the feasibility and strengths of using linked administrative data to monitor nonparticipation on an ongoing basis, and to assess whether accurate program nonparticipation 

information can be developed using the National School Lunch Program (NSLP) application information maintained by schools, modified by wage reporting data.
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$134,949--This study uses a unique state-level longitudinal database linking administrative data sets on WIC and Food Stamp Program (FSP) participation, Medicaid enrollment and claims, and child abuse and neglect reports in Illinois.  This study will examine the individual effects of WIC and FSP participation as well as their combined multiple participation effects on a wide range of child health and well-being outcomes.

Kansas

University of Kansas Medical Center, Kansas City

$110,000--This project will examine the interactions in low-income families' receipt of private and public assistance.  Data from a unique regional database on individuals accessing services from emergency assistance providers in the Kansas City, Missouri metropolitan area will be linked with administrative records from the Missouri Department of Social Services on FSP benefit receipt.  

Massachusetts

Boston Medical Center, Boston

$108,981--Young children presenting for medical care at inner-city hospital emergency rooms and acute-care clinics comprise a "sentinel" population in the epidemiological and public health sense.  These children can provide early information on impacts of recent changes made in the Food Stamp Program, AFDC/TANF and other social welfare policies and programs that affect low-income families and young children.  This study will use existing data from a multi-site, multi-year clinical pediatric research project.

Abt Associates, Inc., Cambridge

$159,463--This study will estimate an econometric model using data from the national Food Stamp Quality Control data files to determine the extent to which state-level payment error rates are due to inaccuracy in initial certifications as opposed to inaccurate payment levels for ongoing cases.

$206,904--This project will explore the implications of mothers’ employment status for children’s nutrition outcomes. 

Missouri

The Curators of the University of Missouri, Columbia

$181,485--This project will use data from the Early Childhood Longitudinal Study – Kindergarten Cohort (ECLS-K), a nationally-representative, longitudinal study of more than 20,000 children that begins in kindergarten and follows them through grade 5.  It will (1) identify the school, family, parent, and child predictors of persistent childhood obesity, and (2) assess the health, social, emotional, and academic outcomes of persistent childhood obesity.

New Jersey

Mathematica Policy Research, Inc., Princeton
$ 247,976--The Dietary Reference Intakes (DRIs) are a new set of dietary reference standards that reflect increased knowledge of nutrient requirements and replace the old Recommended Dietary Allowances (RDAs).  This study will use the DRIs for a comprehensive assessment of the nutrient adequacy of the diets of high-needs subgroups: teenage females, elderly people, overweight and obese children and adults, individuals living in food-insecure households, low-income individuals, and individuals participating in food and nutrition assistance programs.
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New York

The Mary Imogen Bassett Hospital, Cooperstown

$306,641--The study will evaluate the extent to which specific factors are prospectively related to the incidence, remission, and/or persistence of obesity. This study uses a unique sample of adult/child pairs from a low-income, multi-ethnic population of participants in the New York State WIC program, who were surveyed during 1999-2000.

North Carolina

University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, Chapel Hill

$199,994--The overall objective of this project is to develop a set of consumer lifestyle patterns that can be used to explain differences in diet quality and diet-related health outcomes.  These lifestyle patterns will reflect combinations of food consumption and other lifestyle behaviors, in particular, use of dietary supplements, among adult Americans.

Tennessee

University of Tennessee, Knoxville

$48,581--This project will examine the relationships of food sufficiency, diet quality, and food consumption patterns among children 2-8 years of age living in households with incomes less than or equal to 185 percent of the Federal poverty level. The project will explore the impact of coping strategies on adequacy, diversity, and dietary patterns of children income-eligible for food assistance as household food sufficiency status decreases.
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