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VENEMAN SELECTS BOBBY R. ACORD AS ADMINISTRATOR OF THE ANIMAL AND PLANT HEALTH INSPECTION SERVICE

WASHINGTON, Nov. 7, 2001 - Secretary Ann Veneman today announced the selection of Bobby R. Acord as Administrator for USDA's Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service.  In this position, Acord has responsibility for protecting U.S. agricultural health from exotic pests and diseases; administering the Animal Welfare Act; and carrying out wildlife damage management activities.


"Bobby has strong leadership skills that will move APHIS forward as we continue to strengthen our animal and plant protection programs," said Veneman.  "He understands the critical role states play as partners in protecting American agriculture against unwanted pests and diseases and will be a trusted steward of these critical programs."

Acord has served as APHIS' Acting Administrator since September 2001 and as Associate Administrator since 1999.  Prior to that, he served nearly a decade as Deputy Administrator for APHIS' Wildlife Services program.  

As Administrator, Acord will manage programs that are critical to the protection of America's livestock, plants and food supply against unwanted pests and diseases.  APHIS spends approximately $800 million annually and employs approximately 7,000 personnel, with nearly 5,000 of those on alert at our nation's borders, ports of entry, and on farms, ensuring the appropriate prevention and preparedness programs are in place to protect U.S. agriculture. 

Among other distinctions, Acord has received two Presidential Rank Awards for his contributions to resolving agricultural health problems for USDA.  These prestigious awards recognize career government executives who have demonstrated exceptional performance over an extended period of time.  Only 5 percent of federal executives are eligible for the award in any given year.  

Acord is a graduate of West Virginia University, where he earned his bachelor's degree in animal science in 1966.  After receiving his degree, he joined USDA and began a leave of absence to serve 3 years in the U.S. Army Veterinary Service.  He returned to USDA after completing his service and has held numerous positions both in the field and at headquarters since that time.  


Acord resides in Marshall, Virginia, with his wife, Anna.  The Acords have two grown children, a son and daughter.
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