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WTO MEETINGS BEGIN IN DOHA WITH FOCUS ON AGRICULTURE

Veneman Fighting for Increased Market Opportunities for U.S. Farmers

DOHA, Qatar, Nov. 9, 2001 --  Secretary of Agriculture Ann M. Veneman called for greater access to international markets for American farmers and expressed optimism for launching a new round of trade negotiations at the Fourth Ministerial Conference of the World Trade Organization (WTO) that began today in Doha, Qatar.  

Veneman, participating in agricultural negotiations as part of the U.S. trade delegation led by U.S. Trade Representative Robert Zoellick, hopes to build upon achievements of the Uruguay Round that concluded in 1994, and said agriculture is at the centerpiece of the U.S. agenda during the trade discussions.

"This Administration is committed to increasing trade opportunities for our farmers and fighting to reduce tariffs that harm our ability to compete in the global marketplace," said Veneman.  "We are optimistic about what we hope to achieve during these meetings."

Veneman said world population growth is expected to grow by half to 9.3 billion people by 2050 and that rising world population and economic growth mean more potential customers for U.S. farmers and ranchers in the international marketplace.

"We intend these trade meetings to help gain more access to new customers," said Veneman.  "However, tariffs outside the U.S. on food and agricultural products are too high, averaging over 60 percent, and we must work hard to bring them down."

"We need to do more to bring balance to trade practices," said Veneman.  "Our key objectives for a new global round of agriculture negotiations include the elimination of export subsidies, the substantial reduction of trade-distorting domestic supports that competitors use to put our farmers at an unfair disadvantage in the world marketplace, and reducing barriers to increased market access.

Earlier this week Veneman attended the 31st Food and Agriculture Organization meeting in Rome where she used the opportunity to conduct several bilateral meetings with agricultural ministers from South Africa, Pakistan, Sweden, Belgium, Germany, Italy, Finland and the Czech Republic.   Since arriving in Doha, Veneman has also held similar meetings with Australia, the European Union, Brazil, Canada and agricultural ministers from the Cairns Group.

"The best way to expand market access for agriculture and other sectors of the economy is through global negotiations conducted within the context of the WTO," said Veneman.  "These meetings hold great promise that will help American farmers and ranchers gain access to more markets for their products around the world."

#

***ATTENTION RADIO PRODUCERS***  Audio sound bites from Secretary Veneman will be available at 5:00 p.m. ET by calling USDA's Radio Newsline at 202-488-8358 or visiting http://www.usda.gov/.
