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“The Senate Agriculture Committee today reported its version of a new farm bill.   We commend Senators Harkin and Lugar, and members of the Committee, for their work in completing this process.    Several members, including Senators Roberts and Cochran, introduced important language that was consistent with the Administration’s principles and deserved closer attention by the Committee.  It is our hope that the full Senate will further examine these important issues as they move forward on crafting new farm legislation.  And, we look forward to continuing our work with the House and the Senate as that process unfolds.

“As we have said all along, this Administration remains committed to good, sound agriculture policy that benefits a broad range of U.S. farmers and ranchers. We stand firm on the principles outlined in our report, Food and Agricultural Policy--Taking Stock for a new Century.  New policy should provide the tools for farmers and ranchers to compete in the marketplace at home and abroad, help them conserve and protect the environment, enhance core infrastructure programs that protect food and agriculture, and invest in rural America.  

 

“It also is imperative that any farm legislation work within the budget resolution passed earlier this year and minimize both trade and market distorting effects of the programs.  We will continue to analyze the bill and provide input and counsel as the process moves forward.  We are hopeful that by working together, a final bill can be produced that is good long term policy, stays within the budget parameters, and meets the needs of our farmers, ranchers and rural communities.”
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