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VENEMAN NAMES SUZANNE BIERMANN AS DEPUTY UNDER SECRETARY FOR FOOD, NUTRITION AND CONSUMER SERVICES


WASHINGTON, Nov. 20, 2001 – Agriculture Secretary Ann M. Veneman today announced the selection of Suzanne M. Biermann as deputy under secretary for food, nutrition and consumer services.  In that position, Biermann will provide policy direction for the nation’s food assistance programs as well as nutrition policy and promotion.


“Integrity and accountability are important components of our food assistance programs,” said Veneman.  “Suzanne’s experience and background will be an important addition to our Food and Nutrition Service team.”


From 1998 until she joined USDA, Biermann served as the deputy commissioner of planning, evaluation and project management for the Texas Department of Human Services.  While in that position, she also served as the executive sponsor of a software development project to replace the automation used by over 12,000 field workers in determining client eligibility for temporary cash assistance, food stamps and nutrition programs, health care coverage, and community-based programs for the elderly and people with disabilities.


From 1996 to 1998, Biermann worked for the Washington State Department of Social and Health Services directly under the assistant secretary of the Economics Services Administration where she supported the administration and regulatory development of the state’s public assistance, welfare-to-work and child support enforcement programs.  She also served in the Office of Quality Control to ensure program integrity and accuracy of benefit issuances.


Biermann worked for the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services from 1992 to 1996.  Before her tenure in the public sector, Biermann worked for four years as a management consultant for James Bell Associates in Washington, D.C.


Biermann holds a bachelor’s degree in business administration from Radford University in Radford, Va.  She is also a graduate of the Governor of Texas’ Executive Development Program at the University of Texas LBJ School of Public Affairs.
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