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EXPORT SALES REPORTS TO INCLUDE BEEF BEGINNING DEC. 13

WASHINGTON, Dec. 4, 2001–The U.S. Department of Agriculture’s Foreign Agricultural Service will begin reporting information on U.S. export sales of fresh, chilled and frozen muscle cuts of beef in its weekly U.S. Export Sales report on Dec. 13, 2001.  The U.S. Export Sales report already includes certain grains, soybeans and products, wheat products, rice, flaxseed, linseed oil, cotton and cottonseed products, and cattle hides and skins.  


Beginning this month, U.S. exporters of beef also will report their export sales volumes and destinations to FAS.  The data will be aggregated and published weekly to provide livestock producers, ranchers and others with up-to-date information and data for analyzing foreign market conditions and consumer demand.  Producers will be able to use the data in making economic forecasts and decisions on the flow of beef into both domestic and export markets.  


Export sales reporting is mandated by Section 602 of the Agricultural Trade Act of 1978.  The Agriculture, Rural Development, Food and Drug Administration and Related Agencies Appropriations Act of 2000 amended that legislation to add beef to the list of commodities subject to the reporting requirements.


The weekly U.S. Export Sales report is available on the FAS web site at http://www.fas.usda.gov/export-sales/esrd1.html .  Reports are normally released on Thursday of each week.


For more information on beef export sales reporting, contact the FAS Export Sales Reporting staff at 202-720-9209. 
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