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“Passage of Trade Promotion Authority by the House of Representatives sends a positive signal that the United States is committed to expanding trade opportunities for farmers and ranchers.

“This is a very positive development for farmers and the food and agriculture industry as a whole.  Increased trade will help maintain a prosperous and growing industry.  And TPA is an important tool that will help the United States negotiate trade agreements that will benefit our farmers, ranchers, consumers, and food industry.

“Agriculture stands to gain enormously in the new trade talks already underway.  The House action today, if followed by quick Senate passage, will strengthen our ability to open new markets and tear down trade barriers that hurt U.S. farmers and ranchers.

“I applaud the Members who supported the President on this extremely critical issue.  And, I commend the nearly 100 food and agriculture organizations and ten former agriculture secretaries, for their efforts to advance this important legislation.

“TPA provides credibility at the negotiating table.  We urge the Senate to follow the lead of the House and pass TPA and send a strong message to the world community that U.S. trade negotiators have the necessary tools and the support of the Congress to conclude new, fair trade deals that will benefit America’s farmers and food industry.”  
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