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Release No. 0256.01
of 

USDA Secretary of Agriculture Ann M. Veneman 

on Senate Finance Committee Approval of Trade Promotion Authority

WASHINGTON, Dec.12, 2001--United States Secretary of Agriculture Ann M. Veneman today issued the following statement on Senate Finance Committee approval of Trade Promotion Authority:

"The vote today by the Senate Finance Committee for Trade Promotion Authority clearly shows the strong, bipartisan support for trade liberalization that offers increased opportunity and prosperity for American farmers and ranchers.

“This Administration is strongly committed to expanding trade and tearing down unfair trade barriers that hurt our producers in the international marketplace.  If we are going to accomplish these goals, the President needs the tools to get the job done.  TPA is critical to that agenda.

"Chairman Baucus, Senator Grassley and the Senate Finance Committee should be commended for moving quickly on this important legislation.  We urge the Senate leadership to draw on this bipartisan vote and complete action by moving quickly on TPA.”
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