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USDA ANNOUNCES $384 MILLION IN FUNDING FOR RURAL AMERICAN SCHOOLS, COMMUNITY PROJECTS 

WASHINGTON, Dec. 13, 2001—Agriculture Secretary Ann M. Veneman today announced the release of more than $384 million to 41 states and Puerto Rico to help rural communities improve public schools, invest in road improvement projects, and strengthen forest stewardship programs. 

“Investing in schools and education, particularly in our rural communities, is a high priority for this Administration,” said Veneman.  “These funds will allow local communities valuable resources so they can determine their needs and make the proper investments to help our children and strengthen rural areas.”

Veneman, who was joined by Sen. Larry Craig, Idaho; Sen. Ron Wyden, Ore.; and Sen. Gordon Smith, Ore., at a press conference announcing the funds, said many states will benefit from this program, which was authorized as part of the Secure Rural Schools and Community Self-Determination Act.   Oregon will receive $154 million; California, $65 million; Idaho, nearly $23 million; and Washington, approximately $44 million.  

Veneman announced that over the next six years, USDA, through the Forest Service, will provide another $1.1 billion for schools and rural communities in addition to the $384 million released today.  These payments are the first issued under the new legislation, which returns dollars to states with national forests. 

“This historic legislation helps provide important solutions to some of the challenges facing rural communities,” she said.  “States and local counties will make the decision on how the dollars will be spent.  For example, they can buy new books, repair or expand schools or hire more teachers to help improve the education opportunities for our nation’s children.”

Based on legislation passed in 1908, 25 percent of Forest Service revenues from timber sales, grazing, recreation, some mineral use fees and other land use receipts go to states that host national forests.  However, the Secure Rural Schools and Community Self-Determination Act of 2000 gave counties the option of staying with the traditional payment plan or choosing a predictable payment based on the average of the state’s three highest payments between fiscal years 1986 and 1999.  

Nationwide, counties have seen a significant drop in payments over the last decade under the traditional plan due to the significant decline in timber harvesting on national forests.  The 2000 legislation stabilizes payment levels near to their historic high for six years.  About 75 percent of the 700-plus counties elected to use the new formula, thus receiving increased funding.  
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In addition, the new legislation authorizes local resource advisory committees to give communities choice in funding forestry stewardship projects.  To date 49 resource advisory committees have been established.  

Counties that receive $100,000 or more under the new legislation are required to allocate 15 to 20 percent of their funding for investments in county projects or for forest projects that implement stewardship objectives to enhance forest ecosystems or both.  

The fiscal 2001 payments are listed in the attached table and available on USDA’s website at www.usda.gov.  However, the payments do not reflect national grassland revenues, which are calculated on a calendar year basis and will be provided to counties in March.               

#

NOTE TO REPORTERS:  Audio sound bites are available from today’s press conference by calling 202-488-8358 or by visiting USDA’s website at http://www.usda.gov/
USDA Forest Service Payment to States – Fiscal Year 2001
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	PAYMENT (1)
	TITLE I & III (2)
	TITLE II (3)
	ALL COLUMNS

	
	
	
	
	

	ALABAMA
	0.00
	2,032,381.86
	0.00
	2,032,381.86

	ALASKA
	0.00
	8,795,864.26
	367,733.67
	9,163,597.93

	ARIZONA
	1,208.54
	7,000,250.26
	319,079.78
	7,320,538.58

	ARKANSAS
	827,298.88
	5,133,732.00
	234,458.85
	6,195,489.73

	CALIFORNIA
	543,076.99
	61,164,251.32
	4,042,659.21
	65,749,987.52

	COLORADO
	1,806,749.70
	3,040,417.90
	0.00
	4,847,167.60

	FLORIDA
	1,166.81
	2,379,739.51
	0.00
	2,380,906.32

	GEORGIA
	27.00
	1,220,968.87
	0.00
	1,220,995.87

	IDAHO
	0.00
	20,201,987.32
	2,631,538.51
	22,833,525.83

	ILLINOIS
	0.00
	285,058.20
	0.00
	285,058.20

	INDIANA
	0.00
	121,965.20
	0.00
	121,965.20

	KENTUCKY
	18,109.10
	383,927.00
	0.00
	402,036.10

	LOUISIANA
	0.00
	3,643,760.96
	0.00
	3,643,760.96

	MAINE
	0.00
	38,797.87
	0.00
	38,797.87

	MICHIGAN
	1,800,044.05
	579,638.58
	0.00
	2,379,682.63

	MINNESOTA
	2,268,671.12
	855,579.80
	0.00
	3,124,250.92

	MISSISSIPPI
	155,610.32
	7,411,526.76
	62,893.62
	7,630,030.70

	MISSOURI
	39,988.53
	2,333,749.36
	0.00
	2,373,737.89

	MONTANA
	49,395.20
	13,364,143.90
	54,154.97
	13,467,694.07

	NEBRASKA
	7,801.17
	28,364.00
	0.00
	36,165.17

	NEVADA
	63,756.23
	329,326.26
	0.00
	393,082.49

	NEW HAMPSHIRE
	330,493.07
	0.00
	0.00
	330,493.07

	NEW MEXICO
	79,264.97
	1,780,995.70
	103,690.67
	1,963,951.34

	NEW YORK
	2,359.34
	4,457.20
	0.00
	6,816.54

	NORTH CAROLINA
	0.00
	956,170.69
	0.00
	956,170.69

	NORTH DAKOTA
	58.37
	0.00
	0.00
	58.37

	OHIO
	1,324.82
	38,502.20
	0.00
	39,827.02

	OKLAHOMA
	0.00
	1,302,515.40
	0.00
	1,302,515.40

	OREGON
	0.00
	141,075,407.15
	13,696,607.49
	154,772,014.64

	PENNSYLVANIA
	2,423,337.13
	1,409,893.40
	0.00
	3,833,230.53

	SOUTH CAROLINA
	0.00
	3,079,722.56
	0.00
	3,079,722.56

	SOUTH DAKOTA
	0.00
	3,669,187.27
	0.00
	3,669,187.27

	TENNESSEE
	0.00
	524,734.00
	0.00
	524,734.00

	TEXAS
	0.00
	4,446,516.84
	183,196.99
	4,629,713.83

	UTAH
	289,056.85
	1,397,838.54
	0.00
	1,686,895.39

	VERMONT
	81,282.33
	224,533.60
	0.00
	305,815.93

	VIRGINIA
	126,710.11
	618,639.08
	0.00
	745,349.19

	WASHINGTON
	0.11
	41,202,609.33
	3,168,715.07
	44,371,324.51

	WEST VIRGINIA
	34,281.51
	1,826,945.47
	0.00
	1,861,226.98

	WISCONSIN
	2,179,757.55
	50,346.10
	0.00
	2,230,103.65

	WYOMING
	46,614.68
	2,103,117.49
	66,627.03
	2,216,359.20

	PUERTO RICO
	8,872.42
	0.00
	0.00
	8,872.42

	
	
	
	
	

	TOTAL
	$13,186,316.87 
	$346,057,563.21 
	$24,931,355.86
	384,175,235.94


1. This column reflects the interim payment (75% of total payment); a second final payment will be made near end of the calendar year for counties that elected the traditional 25% payment. 

2. This column reflects Title I and Title III dollars only.  Title I dollars are used for schools and roads, while Title III dollars are used for county projects.
3. Title II dollars are used for federal stewardship projects and are shown for comparison purposes only.  These funds will be held in a special U.S. Treasury account until federal stewardship projects are approved and implemented.
