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USDA ANNOUNCES 20 NEW RESOURCE CONSERVATION AND DEVELOPMENT AREAS

WASHINGTON, Jan. 11, 2002—The U.S. Department of Agriculture today designated 20 areas in 17 states to receive technical assistance for conservation and environmental enhancement as part of its Resource Conservation and Development (RC&D) Program. 

“The areas were selected through a competitive process based on local needs and proposed actions.  These areas will benefit from increased conservation of natural resources, economic development and enhanced standards of living,” said Agriculture Secretary Ann M. Veneman.  

RC&D areas are locally led by grassroots councils comprised of volunteers, civic leaders and locally elected officials.  RC&D projects provide practical solutions for community development, land and resource conservation, environmental enhancement and water management.  

USDA, through the Natural Resources Conservation Service, provides technical assistance in the form of a coordinator for this program.  The coordinator serves as a point of access to USDA programs and services that help the RC&D council address locally identified issues and achieve its objectives.

A number of other USDA agencies also work with designated areas on a wide variety of activities, including the Cooperative State Research, Education and Extension Service; Food and Nutrition Service; Forest Service; and Rural Development.

Projects currently underway in the 348 existing RC&D areas include ones that reduce soil erosion, improve water quality, enhance wildlife habitat, create jobs and businesses, protect heritage sites and improve sewage treatment. 

With the addition of the following areas, there will be 368 RC&Ds throughout the nation.
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	State


	RC&D Area
	Counties

	Alaska


	Copper Valley
	Valdez-Cordova

	(AS)
	American Samoa
	Ta’u, Luanuu, Vaifanua, Saole, Sua (Numbers 1 and 2), Ma’oputasi (Numbers 1-5), Itu’au, Fofo, Lealataua, Ma’opu, Tualatai, Leasina



	California


	Southern Low Desert
	Imperial, eastern part of Riverside, eastern part of San Diego



	Florida


	Treasure Coast
	Indian River, Martin, Okeechobee, St. Lucie 



	Illinois


	Lincoln Heritage
	Champaign, Coles, Cumberland, Douglas, Edgar, Vermilion

 

	Indiana
	White River
	Jackson, Lawrence, Orange, Washington



	Iowa


	Prairie Partners
	Calhoun, Humboldt, Kossuth, Pocahontas 

	Iowa
	Prairie Winds
	Cerro Gordo, Franklin, Hancock, Winnebago, Worth, Wright

 

	Kentucky
	Thoroughbred
	Clark, Fayette, Franklin, Jessamine, Madison, Scott, Woodford

 

	Louisiana
	Bayou Land
	Jefferson, LaFourche, Orleans, Plaquemines, St. Barnard, St. Charles, 

St. John the Baptist, Terrebonne



	Massachusetts
	Patriot
	Essex, Middlesex, Norfork, Suffolk



	Montana
	Northern Rocky Mountain
	Gallatin, Meagher, Park

 

	Nebraska
	Nebraska Great Plains
	Butler, Cass, Douglas, Lancaster, Polk, Sarpy, Saunders, Seward, York 



	Nebraska


	Prairieland
	Boone, Colfax, Madison, Nance Platte, Stanton 



	Ohio
	Heart of Ohio
	Delaware, Fairfield, Franklin, Knox, Licking, Madison, Marion, Morrow, Pickaway 



	Pennsylvania
	Capital
	Adams, Cumberland, Dauphin, Franklin, Lancaster, Lebanon, York 



	Tennessee


	Central Basin
	Davidson, Rutherford, Sumner, Trousdale, Williamson, Wilson

 

	Texas
	Hill Country
	Blanco, Burnet, Gillespie, Kimble, Lampasas, Llano, Mason, San Saba



	Texas 
	Rio Grande-Nueces
	Dimmit, Edwards, Kinney, LaSalle, Maverick, Real, Uvalde, Zavala, Val Verde

 

	Virginia


	South Centre’ Corridors
	Prince George, Dinwiddie, Sussex, Greensville, Southampton




#

