[image: image1.jpg]== NEWS RELEASE

United States Department of Agriculture » Office of Communications « 1400 Independence Avenue, SW
Washington, DC 20250-1300 » Voice: (202) 720-4623 + Email: oc.news@usda.gov + Web: http:/www.usda.gov





Alisa Harrison 202-720-4623

Release No. 0011.02

USDA Proposes Measures to Strengthen Slaughter Inspection Pilot Program

NEW ORLEANS, Jan. 15, 2002 – The U.S. Department of Agriculture today announced proposals to strengthen an important pilot program currently being operated in approximately 25 plants that slaughter young chickens, hogs, and turkeys. USDA also announced its intention to propose expanding the program to additional plants on a voluntary basis.
“We are continually reviewing our food safety programs to improve and strengthen their effectiveness,” Under Secretary for Food Safety Elsa Murano said today in a speech here to the National Turkey Federation. “This pilot program is just one of many efforts underway to ensure the safety of our nation's food supply for consumers.”

Started in 1997, the HACCP-based Inspection Models Project (HIMP) is an effort to determine how FSIS can improve the use of its online slaughter inspectors and continue to ensure the reduction and/or elimination of defects that pass through traditional inspection. Under the project, FSIS has established performance standards for food safety and other defects that require improved performance by industry in reducing these defects. Participating plants must develop new process control systems to meet these performance standards. FSIS conducts inspection, which includes a final government inspection of every carcass as well as selecting an increased number of samples for verification testing, to ensure that these standards are met. Data from plants currently operating under the models show important improvements in food safety and other consumer protections. 


“Even though this project is still in a pilot phase, we are continually evaluating the progress to determine needed improvements,” said Murano. “Based on comments received to date from all interested parties, including most recently a report by the General Accounting Office, we believe that additional changes are warranted to strengthen the program.”  

This year, USDA will propose regulations in the Federal Register for plants that slaughter young chickens. Proposals for young turkeys and hogs will follow. The proposal for young chickens will include the following improvements.

· Mandating formalized training for plant personnel that participate in HIMP. 

· Increasing participation in the HIMP program by allowing plants to volunteer for the project. Participants would be required to adhere to specific criteria set by FSIS. 

· Mandating that participating plants use statistical process control for quality defects. 
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FSIS employees have provided valuable comments and suggestions during the course of the pilot program, particularly inspectors working in HIMP plants, and FSIS will continue to examine ways to improve how it receives this information. In addition, USDA will continue to seek input from all interested parties – including public health, industry, and consumer groups as well as the general public – to strengthen the program.

USDA currently employs approximately 7,600 inspectors throughout the United States who inspect meat and poultry, and processing and slaughter facilities, to ensure compliance with federal food safety regulations. The Bush Administration continues to demonstrate a strong commitment to strengthening America’s food safety programs. USDA’s FY2002 budget proposed record-level funding for food safety programs at $817 million, a $20 million increase over FY2001.  

For more information about USDA’s food safety programs, or for a copy of Under Secretary Murano’s speech, please visit: www.fsis.usda.gov. Additional consumer information about food safety is also available at www.foodsafety.gov  or by calling 1-800-535-4555.  
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