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USDA ANNOUNCES $19.6 MILLION FOR RURAL DEVELOPMENT IN TEXAS

Funds to Assist With Electric Service Distribution and Community Infrastructure

SAN ANGELO, Texas, Jan. 31, 2002 – Agriculture Secretary Ann M. Veneman today announced during a visit to Texas the approval of $19.6 million in U.S. Department of Agriculture rural development loan and grant funds that will improve water facilities and improve electrical distribution service to several rural communities.  Veneman was in the state touring cattle and cotton operations and talking to farmers and ranchers with Texas Agricultural Commissioner Susan Combs.


“We often take for granted many of the basic services that impact our daily lives,” said Veneman.   “These projects will have a positive impact on the lives of people who will benefit from improved electric or wastewater services.”


During today’s visit to Texas by Veneman, the following funds were announced:

City of Hardin (Liberty County) – $3,680,000 ($1,000,000 loan/ $2,680,000 grant). The funds will be used to install a wastewater collection and treatment system to replace the current failing individual on-site system. The construction of the central treatment system will solve compliance issues with the state regulatory authority.  The loan portion will have a 40-year repayment period at an interest rate of 4.5 percent. 

Deep East Texas Electric Cooperative, Inc. - $16,000,000 – Electric Loan Guarantee through the Federal Financing Bank to build 172 miles of new electric distribution lines. The cooperative serves 2,810 residents in the counties of Nacogdoches, Jasper, Newton, Sabine, San Augustine and Shelby. 

USDA Rural Development serves as the lead federal entity for rural development needs, and administers financial and technical assistance through three agencies: Rural Housing Service, Rural Business-Cooperative Service and Rural Utilities Service.  Further information on USDA Rural Development can be obtained by contacting any USDA Service Center or by visiting USDA's web site at http://www.rurdev.usda.gov.
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