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VENEMAN NAMES DR. MERLE D. PIERSON AS

DEPUTY UNDER SECRETARY FOR FOOD SAFETY

WASHINGTON, Feb. 4, 2002CAgriculture Secretary Ann M. Veneman today announced the selection of Dr. Merle D. Pierson as deputy under secretary for food safety. 

AI=m extremely pleased that Merle Pierson is joining the USDA team,@ said Veneman. AHis scientific expertise in food safety will serve USDA well as we continue to develop sound food safety policies based on science.@
Pierson is internationally recognized for his work with Hazard Analysis and Critical Control Point (HACCP) systems and research on the reduction and control of foodborne pathogens, having authored or co-authored more than 100 journal articles and five books on food safety and quality.

Prior to his appointment, Pierson served as professor of food microbiology and safety at Virginia Polytechnic Institute and State University (VPI).  During his tenure at VPI, he served as head of the Department of Food Science and Technology from 1985 to 1994, and acting superintendent of the Center for Seafood Extension and Research from 1992 to 1994.  He served as a member of the National Advisory Committee on Microbiological Criteria for Foods from 1990-1997.  Additionally, he has been actively involved in various capacities with the work of the Codex Alimentarius Commission B an international body that seeks to protect the health of consumers and ensure fair practices in food trade through adoption and implementation by governments of food standards, codes of practice, and other guidelines.  He has served as a consultant to government and industry on a number of food safety issues, including HACCP.

A native of South Dakota, Pierson received his B.S in biochemistry from Iowa State University and his M.S. and Ph.D. in food science from the University of Illinois. 
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