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USDA REVISES STANDARDS FOR WHEAT FOOD AID PURCHASES


WASHINGTON, Feb. 5, 2002 -- The U.S. Department of Agriculture today announced revised standards of cleanliness for U.S. wheat exports destined for overseas food aid.  Beginning with invitations to purchase issued on Feb. 5 and through the remainder of fiscal year 2002, the maximum acceptable dockage level for wheat made available by USDA’s Commodity Credit Corporation for international food assistance will be 0.6 percent, down from 0.7 percent.


Dockage includes all matter other than wheat that must be removed prior to milling the wheat into flour.  USDA’s Grain Inspection, Packers and Stockyards Administration measures and reports dockage on each export shipment.


USDA launched a “Clean Wheat Initiative” in June 2000 that tightened the standards for wheat purchased by the CCC.  USDA has been reviewing this issue and will seek public comment on the dockage levels for purchases in future years.  A request for comments will be issued in the Federal Register no later than March 1, 2002.
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