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VENEMAN NAMES FOREIGN AGRICULTURAL SERVICE ADMINISTRATOR

CROWLEY, La., Feb. 11, 2002--Agriculture Secretary Ann M. Veneman today named Ellen Terpstra as Administrator of the Foreign Agricultural Service (FAS).  For the past four years, Terpstra has served as president and chief executive officer of the USA Rice Federation.  Veneman made the announcement while touring a rice research facility and meeting with rice farmers in Louisiana. 

“Ellen Terpstra’s extensive knowledge of agriculture and trade policy will be a tremendous asset to our international team,” Veneman said. “Her administrative and policy experience will be invaluable as we work to expand international markets for U.S. food and agricultural products.” 

FAS has primary responsibility for USDA’s international activities, including market development, international trade agreements and negotiations and the collection and analysis of market information.  FAS also administers USDA’s export credit guarantee and international food aid programs, and helps expand income and food availability in developing nations.

USA Rice is the largest federation of U.S. rice producers, millers and allied industries working collectively to address common challenges, interests and create opportunities to ensure the long-term economic viability of the U.S. rice industry.

Terpstra’s career in both the private and public sector has focused largely on international food and trade policy.  She previously held positions with the Congressional Research Service, the Office of the United States Trade Representative and the U.S. Apple Association. 

Terpstra holds a bachelor’s degree from Georgetown University’s School of Foreign Service.
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