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VENEMAN TO KEYNOTE USDA OUTLOOK FORUM FEB. 21

WASHINGTON, Feb. 12, 2002‑‑Agriculture Secretary Ann M. Veneman will address the U.S. Department of Agriculture's 78th Agricultural Outlook Forum on Thursday, Feb. 21.

WHAT:   
Agriculture Secretary Ann M. Veneman , USDA officials and industry speakers at the two-day meeting will discuss farm policy proposals, trade issues, bio-security, food safety and other issues shaping the outlook for farmers and consumers. The complete program is posted at http://www.usda.gov/oce 

WHO:        
Agriculture Secretary Ann M. Veneman

                        Deputy Secretary of Agriculture Jim Moseley

Under Secretary of Agriculture for Farm and Foreign Agricultural Services J.B. Penn                 

Under Secretary of State for Economic, Business and Agricultural Affairs Allan P. Larson

USDA Chief Economist Keith Collins


       
Economist Lawrence Chimerine


WHEN:     
Thursday, Feb. 21, 2002 

8:30 a.m. EST, Moseley will welcome forum participants. 

8:40 a.m. EST, Collins and Penn will discuss 2002 farm, trade and policy prospects.                                   

                   
10:15 a.m. EST, Veneman is scheduled to give the keynote.

10:55 a.m. EST, Larson will take part in an international panel on the acceptance                          of agricultural biotechnology in world trade.

                   
6:30 p.m. EST, Chimerine will speak on the U.S. economic outlook at dinner.

WHERE:  
Crystal Gateway Marriott Hotel



       
1700 Jefferson Davis Highway


             
Arlington, Va.

HOW:        
Journalists can preregister online at http://www.usda.gov/oce or by calling Martha Evans at (202) 694-5118.   The registration fee is waived for accredited media. A staffed pressroom will be in operation throughout the meeting.  Mult boxes will be present at all sessions. The opening morning will be webcast on the USDA home page at http://www.usda.gov starting at 8:30 a.m. EST.  A simultaneous dialup, live broadcast via telephone line, will be available for broadcasters. Television lighting will be provided.
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