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AUSTRALIAN MARKETS OPEN TO U.S. GRAPE GROWERS

FRESNO, Feb. 20, 2002 – Traveling today with Vice President Dick Cheney, Agriculture Secretary Ann M. Veneman announced that Australia will open its markets to California table grapes.

“After working with the Australians on this issue for 10 years, we have come to an agreement that will benefit both our countries,” said Agriculture Secretary Ann M. Veneman.  (We have a strong agricultural relationship with Australia, and this agreement fosters continued cooperation and growth.”

Australia has agreed to allow the import of California table grapes into their market providing the grapes undergo a preclearence process in the United States.  Under the auspices of the Australian Quarantine and Inspection Service, shipments of grapes will be inspected and fumigated prior to being sent to Australia.  This agreement allows for a review of all shipping procedures after one year.

“Australia has committed to review the mandatory shipping requirements after the first year of the program,” Veneman said.  “It has always been our position that our grapes do not pose a risk to Australian agriculture.  We believe this will be shown over the course of the next year, as Australia gets a first hand look at our grapes during the shipping process.”

The California grape industry estimates exports to Australia could represent a market worth $10 million.
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