[image: image1.jpg]== REMARKS

United States Department of Agriculture + Office of Communications + 1400 Independence Avenue, SW
Washington, DG 202501300 + Voice: (202) 720-4623 + Email: oc.news@usda.gov * Web: http:/www.usda.gov





Release No. 0060.02

Jim Rogers (301) 734-8563

*REVISED

by 

Bobby Acord

Administrator of the Animal & Plant Health Administration 

“Biotechnology poses innumerable benefits for producers, consumers, and the environment worldwide.  Under a regulatory framework administered by USDA, the Food and Drug Administration, and the Environmental Protection Agency, the Federal Government is working to ensure the safety of products developed through biotechnology.

“Today, U.S. Department of Agriculture received the National Academy of Sciences (NAS) report Environmental Effects of Transgenic Plants.  The report, which was commissioned in January 2000 by USDA’s Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service (APHIS), reviews the scope and adequacy of the APHIS component of the Federal regulatory framework for biotechnology.  As requested, the report evaluates the evolution of APHIS’ regulatory program, assesses the effectiveness of changes that APHIS has made to improve the program over the years, and makes recommendations for further refinements.  USDA welcomes the input from NAS.

“The NAS report notes that new transgenic plants receive greater regulatory scrutiny than conventional plants.  The NAS recommendations were provided  ‘as a means to help improve an already functioning system.’  The report notes the constant evolution of the regulatory review processes and recognizes that USDA has improved oversight of this new and evolving technology since it was initiated.  Additionally, the report reaffirms that plants produced through modern biotechnology pose no different risk than plants produced through more traditional methods.

 “ It is important to note that USDA has already addressed some specific issues raised in the report, which involve three processes: notification, permitting and petitioning for non-regulated status.  

“The report affirmed the conceptual basis of APHIS’s streamlined ‘notification’ process for field trials.  APHIS is currently working to incorporate independent scientific input into the ‘notification’ process.  A wider base of scientific knowledge will allow APHIS to ensure that field testing of transgenic plants does not lead to unwanted environmental effects.

“APHIS regulates the movement, importation and field testing of biotech enhanced plants and microorganisms through ‘permitting.’  As part of this process APHIS solicits comments from the public on formal environmental assessments of transgenic plants.  APHIS is considering how best to further encourage public comment and receive broader scientific input during the permitting phase.

-move-

-2-

“APHIS is currently assessing options for monitoring already commercialized transgenic plant products.  The agency can already bring the organisms back under regulation if a plant pest risk is discovered.  However, the agency is considering whether it may be appropriate in some instances for research agencies to gather additional environmental information through non-regulatory means.   

“APHIS will thoroughly review the report and study its recommendations.  We believe that this study will be an important tool in the future regulation of biotechnology.”
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