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VENEMAN NAMES JOHN ROSSO AS RURAL BUSINESS-COOPERATIVE SERVICES ADMINISTRATOR

WASHINGTON, Feb. 22, 2002- Agriculture Secretary Ann M. Veneman today announced the selection of John Rosso as administrator for Rural Business-Cooperative Service (RBS), an agency within the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s Rural Development mission area. Responsibilities of the administrator include managing the programs and support functions of RBS to provide assistance to disadvantaged communities through grants and loans and technical assistance to businesses, communities, rural citizens and cooperatives. 

 
“John Rosso brings a wealth of government and private business experience to USDA,” said Veneman.  “He will provide leadership in promoting the diversification of private sector investments in rural communities.” 

Rosso, of Arlington, Va., began his business career in 1961 in the state of New York as the president and chief executive officer of J. Rosso and Company’s, Inc., which became the parent company of 34 diversified corporations including real estate, insurance, development, construction, deep well drilling and alternate energy retail stores. In 1980 Rosso was elected to New York’s Suffolk County Legislature, where he served as the deputy presiding officer with a constituency of 1.4 million residents.  Rosso served during the Reagan and previous Bush administrations as an advisor to the secretaries of Housing and Urban Development and Energy.  In 1990 he worked as a program analyst for the Joint Economic Committee of the U.S. Congress.

In 1973, as director of the Northeastern Regional Fuel Association, Rosso testified before Congress on strategies for addressing the fuel shortages and energy crisis. As administrator, Rosso will use his knowledge on energy-related matters to increase the role of Rural Development business programs in financing cost effective, alternative energy production, such as ethanol, biodiesel and other biobased fuels. 
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