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USDA APPROVES $2.4 MILLION FOR RURAL DEVELOPMENT IN CALIFORNIA

Funds to Assist With Economic and Community Development

WASHINGTON, Feb. 26, 2002 – Agriculture Secretary Ann M. Veneman announced the approval of  $2.4 million in U.S. Department of Agriculture funds that will assist local economic and community development efforts and expand electrical distribution service in rural California.

“These types of programs play a very important role in supporting rural areas,” Veneman said.  “We are pleased that communities in rural California will benefit from this assistance.” 

The following funding announcements were made during Veneman’s visit to California today:

Tipton Community Services District (Tulare County) - $1.8 million water loan and grant package ($833,865 grant/$1 million loan). Funds will be used to replace a major portion of its existing old, substandard water distribution system and correct an inadequate separation between water and sewer mains posing a possible health concern. 

Manuel H. Canga, M.D., Newman, Calf.. - $635,000 rural business guaranteed loan. Funds will be used to purchase and develop a retail/office complex in Newman, Calif. The project is expected to create or save 23 jobs.


In addition to the funds announced today, California businesses and communities have been awarded nearly $10 million in USDA Rural Development funds over the past 30 days, creating or saving over 130 jobs. Further information on individual loan and grant recipients can be obtained by contacting the California state office of USDA Rural Development.
 USDA Rural Development serves as the lead federal entity for rural development needs and administers financial and technical assistance through three agencies: Rural Housing Service, Rural Business-Cooperative Service and Rural Utilities Service.  Further information on USDA Rural Development can be obtained by contacting any USDA Service Center or by visiting USDA's web site at http://www.rurdev.usda.gov.   
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