[image: image1.jpg]== NEWS RELEASE

United States Department of Agriculture » Office of Communications « 1400 Independence Avenue, SW
Washington, DC 20250-1300 » Voice: (202) 720-4623 + Email: oc.news@usda.gov + Web: http:/www.usda.gov





Release No. 0072.02

Alisa Harrison (202) 720-4623

VENEMAN NAMES DAVID WINNINGHAM AS CIVIL RIGHTS DIRECTOR

WASHINGTON, Feb. 26, 2002 – Agriculture Secretary Ann M. Veneman today named David Winningham as the director of the Office of Civil Rights.  This office provides leadership, coordination and direction for USDA’s civil rights programs, including program delivery, compliance and equal employment opportunity.  

“David Winningham’s unique understanding of the challenges and opportunities facing USDA will serve him well in this position,” said Veneman.  “USDA has benefited from David’s capable management as the acting director this past year.   I look forward to his continued leadership in this critical program area.”    

Winningham’s government career includes almost 30 years in the USDA’s Farm Service Agency where, in 1970, he began as a trainee for a county office executive director position in South Carolina.  His career includes a variety of administrative and management positions throughout the agency, both in Washington, D.C., and in Illinois.  From 1986-87 he served as the vice president for Marxman and Associates, a consulting firm for the grain warehouse industry, Crystal City, Va.

Returning to USDA in 1987, Winningham served as executive assistant to the FSA administrator until 1989.  From 1989-92 he first served as the FSA acting director for civil rights before becoming the acting director of that agency’s contracting office.  He served in other executive positions over the next five years including that of FSA civil rights director from 1997-2000.

Winningham was first appointed to the Office of Civil Rights as the deputy director in April 2000.  He became the acting director after a year and served in that position until his recent official appointment as the director.

A native of St. George, S.C., Winningham holds a Bachelor of Science degree in agriculture education from South Carolina State University.
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